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Where in the world are we

?

going

The Biblical stories of God’s people going out into the world are founda-
tional to who we are as followers of Christ. Many of our own personal
stories can be tied to the stories found in scripture — or, at least, to indi-
viduals within those stories. Generally, when these biblical stories inter-
sect with our lives, we learn something about our own personal theology
of mission. What is the biblical story that intersects with your call as a
missionary and informs the work that you do, transforming your project
into a Christ-sent missionary endeavor?

Perhaps you identify strongly with the biblical encounters with Christ,
such as the giving of the Great Commission in Matthew’s Gospel, in
which Jesus sends his followers out into the world. This sending is a gen-
eral call to go out where the Holy Spirit drives you. There is also the well
-known sending from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles where Jesus
sends out his disciples to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the
earth. This sending reminds us that the Lord carries us out to all places —
at the same time.

Alternatively, you may hear God’s call to mission through the Hebrew
Scriptures. Great events, like the Genesis creation story, remind us of
God’s good relationship with all things and his hope for restoration of
that relationship with all people. Biblical prophets can also inspire us and
compel us to go out into the mission field.

There are many reasons that we participate in God’s mission of sending
us out into the world. In the midst of this privileged invitation by our
Lord, we go, knowing that our journey is rooted in the stories of God’s
people. As a significant part of our work and voyage, our lives intersect
with these biblical stories everywhere that God sends us.

The Rev. Jason T. Roberts serves on the board of the World Mission
Commiittee in the DWTX and on the board of the American Society of
Missiology. Formerly, he was the Chair of the Commission on World
Mission for the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia.
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The baby was born on Monday, but the mom was too weak to come in, so the grandmother brought the baby
who hadn’t eaten yet. The baby looked weak and pale. We told them to come back the next day, Thursday, and
I would take them all down to the hospital in another town, but they didn’t come because the mom was too
weak to walk.

Then I went upriver on Friday and bought some medicine for the baby and the family who live in an isolated
area. On Saturday they came, and we saw that the baby would die if we didn't get it to a hospital as soon as
possible. We had to hike out and take a bus to the provincial hospital. It took about four hours for us to walk
down to the town because the mother was still weak and had to go slow. At the river crossing where we nor-
mally take a tricycle, there were none available, so we all together hopped on the back of a motorcycle.

When we got to the town where we would take the bus, we found out it had already left. There are no lodging
houses in that place, but some guys with motorcycles offered to take us all the way to the main town about two
hours away where the hospital is. Their price was high, but it was our only option if we would save the baby.

While we were waiting, several Filipino ladies heard there was a tribal girl there with a sick baby. They all
came out to see and were appalled that the baby didn’t have any clothes, so they all rushed into their houses and
loaded us up with baby clothes!

The young mother was very brave, and she got on the motorcycle just fine. Her husband and toddler rode the
second motorcycle, and I was on the back of another. We headed towards the hospital over some pretty rough
roads. I was concerned the mother might drop the baby while trying to hang on or fall off the motorcycle while
trying to keep the baby from falling, but praise the Lord, neither happened. After a rather rough ride of almost
two hours, we made it to the hospital.

The mother and baby got in right away, but before they could put her on an IV, I had to go to the pharmacy to
purchase everything. The doctor came and examined the baby, ordered some tests, and told me that we would
have to stay at the hospital until the baby could nurse. I slept on the floor to watch over the village people.
(Lowland people tend to act a bit demeaning towards the tribal people, and I wanted to make sure they were
treated well.)

The IV really helped the baby, and soon her color started to come in. I had to go out and get food for us and
then go back to the hospital. The family totally devoured the chicken, not a shred of anything but bones left.
The next morning the doctor ordered some blood tests. I told the mother and father that we could not be re-
leased until the baby had nursed, and they told me the baby had nursed in the night. The test results finally
came in, and the doctor told us the baby was anemic. He prescribed baby vitamins with iron and allowed us to
be released.

We were able to leave just in time to catch the 11 am jeep back to our drop off location. When we arrived there,
all the Filipino ladies came out to see how the baby was doing. They were all very happy to see that we had
saved this tribal baby’s life, but we still had a four-hour hike ahead of us. I was tired and hot, and we all took it
slow.

The day after we arrived back in our village, the mother and father took their baby and hiked back up the moun-
tain. We heard that the baby was nursing well and seems to be on the way to recovery. Please pray for this
baby's complete recovery.



DI‘Ollght in Uganda by Andrew Moody, missionary in Nebbi Diocese

Dear Friends,

Uganda is currently suffering from a major lack of rain. In Goli we [had] one day in the last month when it
rained, and even that was not very heavy. The result is that crops are dying, and so there is very little food
being harvested. Many people, especially in the north of Uganda, are only eating one meal a day. We have
heard that about 60 people have died of starvation in the north east of Uganda and that more than 2,000,000
people all over the north of Uganda (including Goli) are also at risk.

We are having some special days of prayer and fasting in Goli. It will start at midday on Wednesday 29"
July and end at midday on Saturday 1* August. We want to pray for the country of Uganda, our political

and religious leaders, but especially that enough rain will come soon so that the current food shortage will
end.

Please join with us in prayer during part or all of this time.

Hosea 6:1-3

Sudanese Lost Boys Open School

Three years ago two Sudanese Lost Boys founded a school after permission to enter the US was revoked.
The completed building houses four classes where Christians and Muslims—builders, teachers, students, and
parents—are working together.

The vision of these young men is to build 41 schools utilizing volunteers from the Darfurian Muslim Univer-
sity. Each school will cost about $150,000 (8 classrooms, large multi-purpose room, kitchen, offices, and
guest teacher housing) and will take the lead in bringing about reconciliation and cooperation.

If you or your parish would like to participate in funding these schools, please contact Tom Prichard, Sudan
Sunrise, 8643 Hauser Court, Ste. 240, Lenexa, Kansas 66215.

Kids Against Hunger: www.feedingchildren.org/

40,000 children EACH DAY die from hunger-related diseases. For 23 cents per servingix nutritionally
complete servings can feed children around the world. Go to the web site (above) to get involved.

Thank you from Belarus

Isle of Hope would like to thank the Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas for their contribution
which will provide repair of the bus to transport
our disabled children to various activities and
groceries for the upcoming outing to the Minsk
Sea where children from our center will spend
the entire day having a picnic and swimming.

Isle of Hope is so honored to have received these
funds as times are difficult, and it is very crucial
to our children that our center continues...
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Upcoming Mission Trips and Prayer List:

June 18-August 25. RWANDA. Reconciliation Sabbatical Study. The Rev. Robert Woody, Reconcilia-
tion (San Antonio).

July 19-August 1. RUSSIA. Summer Youth Camp. Trent Timberlake, Team Leader.

July 30-August 8. HONDURAS. Water Ministry. Curt Mowen, Louis Manz, Team Leaders.
September 7. LIBERIA. Dental Clinic. Mary Chapman.

September 24-28. SE MEXICO. Rosine Carter, Thile Newton.

September 25-28. SE MEXICO. Water Ministry. Stuart Carter, Marthe Curry, Weldon Hammond, Louis
Manz.

October 4-19. INDIA, Siliguri Diocese. SOMA trip. Edwina Thomas, Team Leader. Ruthanne & Chuck
Sharrow.

October 14-23. HONDURAS. Water Ministry. Don Lee, Team Leader.
October (tba). SE MEXICO. Veterinary trip. Dr. Bill Campaigne, Team Leader.

November 16-23. SE MEXICO. Continuing Education for Clergy. Rev. David Chalk, Team Leader.
Women'’s Tapestry Program. Brenda Kingery & Helen Schnelzer, Team Leaders.

PLEASE ALSO CONTINUE TO KEEP OUR LONG -TERM MISSIONARIES IN YOUR
PRAYERS:
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Jeannie Loving, Honduras ) o Beth & Tony Price, SE Mexico
Ginny & George Olson, Philippines



