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Dear Friends and Missionaries of West Texas:


I want to take this opportunity to thank you and support you as you set out to live into Christ’s words to “go therefore and make disciples of all nations…;” and as you reach out to others by “loving your neighbor as yourself.”  Being a missionary for Jesus Christ results in many blessings but none greater than the “missioner” being shaped into a stronger and more able minister of Christ.  Thank you for your gifts freely shared in building up Christ’s body, and please know that you are in the prayers of the West Texas family in this holy endeavor.  May God grant you an abundance of faith, grace, energy, and holy wisdom on your journey.

In Christ’s Service,

Bishop Gary Lillibridge
PRAYERS

Praying A.C.T.S.

· Adoration
· Confession
· Thanksgiving
· Supplication
Praying with A.C.T.S.

Use scripture to assist you if words don’t come easily.  This can be the springboard for your own conversation/contem-plation.  Scripture may trigger new ways to pray this format, i.e., new words to praise God.

Journaling using this format can bring clarity and can be used for review on “dry” days.  It also helps structure journal entries if writing is difficult.  It is the best way to keep track of answers to prayer and the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing forth “fruit” in your life.

When praying aloud for someone, this format keeps everyone on track and relieves the burden of finding the “right” words.  It keeps the prayer focus on God and His interface in the person’s life.  In a group setting it allows for multiple expressions of praise, thanksgiving, and supplications and is a comfortable format for most people.

Praying the Psalms through A.C.T.S.:

Adoration

Psalm 8
“O Lord our Sovereign, how majestic is your 


name in all the earth.”

Psalm 18
“I love you, O Lord, my strength.”

Psalm 19
“The heavens are telling the glory of God…”

Psalm 29
“Ascribe to the Lord…”

Psalm 45
“My heart overflows with a goodly theme…”

Psalm 47
“Clap your hands all you peoples…”

Psalm 48
“Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised…”

Psalm 84
“How lovely is your dwelling place…”

See also Psalms 113, 117, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150

Confession

Psalm 51
“Have mercy on me O God according to your 


steadfast love…”

Psalm 38
“O Lord do not rebuke me in your anger or 


discipline me in your wrath…”

Psalm 139
“O Lord you have searched me and you know 


me…”

Thanksgiving

Psalm 40
“I waited patiently for the Lord, he inclined to 


me and heard my cry…”

Psalm 65
“Praise is due to you O God…”

Psalm 75
“We give thanks to you O God…”

Psalm 92
“It is good to give thanks to the Lord…”

Psalm 96
“O sing to the Lord a new song…”

Psalm 103
“Bless the Lord O my soul…”

See also Psalms 66, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 111, 118, 136.

Supplication

Psalm 16
“Protect me O God, for in you I take refuge…”

Psalm 25
“To you O Lord I lift up my soul…”

Psalm 42
“As a deer longs for water…”

Psalm 55
“Give ear to my prayer…”

Psalm 56
“Be gracious to me O God…”

Psalm 59
“Deliver me O God…”

Psalm 16
“Hear my cry O God, listen to my prayer…”

Psalm 86
“Incline your ear O Lord, and answer me for I 


am poor and needy…”

Psalm 88
“O Lord, God of my salvation, when at night, I 


cry out in your presence, let my prayer come 


before you…”

See also Psalms 130, 142, 143.

Team Prayers

In the Morning

From Psalm 51

Open my lips, O Lord, *

  And my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,*

  And renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence*

  And take not your holy Spirit from me.

Give me the joy of your saving help again*

  And sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Amen.

A Reading

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  (I Peter 1:3)

A period of silence may follow.

Sharing from the morning devotion is encouraged at this time.

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect (or other prayer printed in this devotional)
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day:  Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

At the Close of the Day

Psalm 134

Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord,*

  You that stand by night in the house of the Lord.

Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the Lord;*

The Lord who made heaven and earth bless you out of       Zion.

A Reading

Lord, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your Name:  Do not forsake us, O Lord our God.  (Jeremiah 14:9, 22)

Lord, you now have set your servant free*

  To go in peace as you have promised;

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,*

  Whom you have prepared for all the world to see:

A Light to enlighten the nations,*

  And the glory of your people Israel.

Team sharing, followed by prayers for others and ourselves may follow.  It is appropriate that prayers of thanksgiving for the blessings of the day and penitence for our sins be included.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect (or some other prayer printed in this devotional)

Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us.  Amen.
30 Days before Departure

Loving like Jesus
Read:  John 15:9-17
This is my commandment: love one another, as I have loved you. John 15:12 (NEB)
Jesus wasn’t commanding emotions or feelings. He was speaking of action, and action of a particular sort.  
How did Jesus love them?  First, He loved them by choosing them.  He singled them out, just as He has singled you out and called you to His ministry.
He loved them by teaching them, by sharing everything He had heard from the Father.  He enlarged their understanding, changed their view about the universe and God’s purposes.
He even loved them when He reprimanded and corrected them, implying that they could be better than they imagined themselves to be.  And He loved them by serving them, washing their feet.  
To love by letting others know that God has chosen them, to share your fullest knowledge of the truth, insisting on the best, and constantly serving is to love as Jesus loved.  BF

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
29 Days before Departure

Crazy about Jesus
Read:  Philippians 4:4-7
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  Philippians 4:6
Eucharist means thanksgiving.
Since you have believed in Jesus Christ—that He is God’s Son and that He died so that you could be reconciled to God—you are obviously insane.  You are insane so we [one of the governments here in the Middle East] will place you in an insane asylum and treat you with electro-shock therapy until you realize your insanity.

This is just one of many true stories from the Middle East from a Muslim who has believed in Jesus, the Son of God;  but his heart is full of thanksgiving. Let that be a challenge to you. He is part of the “one body” like you: recall this in the Eucharist, which means thanksgiving.  DM
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
28 Days before Departure

Redeeming Grace
Read:  Romans 5:1-11
…how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.  Romans 5:17
In 2001 I made my first life-changing sojourn to St. Petersburg on a mission to visit orphans.  A boy named Dennis and I bonded in a special relationship that I will carry in my heart forever.  Somehow Dennis stood apart from the rough and silly boys with whom he shared living quarters.  He was polite, listened, and even tried to let me win at checkers and chess.  When it was time to go, he carried my backpack and walked me to the bus.
When we returned the next year, Dennis was waiting for me, and we continued to build the friendship begun the year before.  He told me that he had turned sixteen and would have to leave the orphanage soon.  What was to happen to my young friend?  I felt he was lost to me forever, and we would never see each other again.  However, for the next three years I prayed for Dennis and wondered how he was doing.

This year when I returned to St. Petersburg, I told the interpreter about Dennis.  Much to my surprise and delight, and with God’s help, she found Dennis.  We met for dinner and a couple of other times, and I learned that Dennis is a survivor who is making good choices.  My tears and prayers for Dennis were not in vain.  I pray that we will meet again.  AAF
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________
27 Days before Departure

Constant Praise
Read:  Psalm 34:1-22
I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  Psalm 34:1
 

In April of 2006 I visited New Orleans with a man who has become a close friend. We stood in front of what used to be his daughter’s house in the Lower 9th Ward. This was one of several areas where the levy breach was sudden and deadly during Hurricane Katrina. The devastation is unimaginable. Even pictures don’t do it justice. To stand in the presence of such destruction was crushing. The smell of mold in the air was so strong, even after eight months that we couldn’t stay in the area very long. My friend’s daughter and three grandchildren had gotten out before their house was wiped off its foundation and the contents swept away. They were alive and well in San Antonio. With tears in our eyes and hands on each other’s shoulders we simply blessed God for the lives of his family and cried.  RF
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
26 Days before Departure
Lights in God’s World
Read:  Matthew 5:13-16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:16
Light was so important to us in Africa.  By the time we had dinner in the evening, it was too dark to see our food!  We loved our candles at the table, and our flashlights helped us move around safely because we didn’t have electricity, and the whole area was dark.  On these darkest of nights, God provided stars that looked as big as saucers.

Light is described and defined as a concept in the Bible.  In Isaiah 60:19 we find that “The Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light and thy God thy glory.”  According to Ephesians 5:8, “Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord:  Walk as children of the Light.” Again, God’s Word will provide “a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my pathway” (Ps. 119:105).

It was easy in that faraway place halfway across the world to feel that all of God’s handiwork testifies to His glory.  In the early morning light, before we began our work, it was comforting to know that we are “children of the light” in our special place in His plan, and He will give us all we need “to let our lights so shine” that we can glorify “our Father in heaven.”  JM

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
25 Days before Departure

Wounded Healers
Read:  Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.  Colossians 3:23, 24

“Heartily” describes the way of life for Florence Tusime and Rosely Kuriese, native missionaries we found working in Kyarusozi, Uganda.  Each of their husbands died of AIDS, and subsequently, the ladies were each diagnosed with HIV-AIDS.  About a year later they met in treatment and began to pray together about the bitterness they each felt toward their husbands and their concerns about their children.  As they began to trust God with their health and family problems, they shared their concerns about other women who had HIV/AIDS and were living under a terrible stigma.
Florence and Rosely began to walk miles each day, going from hut to hut in the bush searching out the women who were afraid even to be tested for AIDS.  These ladies brought their message of God’s love, mercy, and healing along with an invitation to live in joyful commitment and service to the Lord.  

Rosely and Florence have lived 10 wonderful years of service to God.  Today some 85 women with HIV-AIDS meet together weekly to share their testimonies, to praise God, joyfully serve the Lord, and lovingly support and help each other. Rosely and Florence continue to walk miles to seek out other women and encourage them to overcome the stigma of AIDS and get treatment in this lifesaving and soul saving mission.  JM
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
24 Days before Departure

Got Fruit?
Read:  Galatians 5:22-26
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  Galatians 5:22, 23 (ESV)
Got fruit?  You’re going to need it.  But how do you get it?  It seems that love, joy, and peace are emotions that can be psyched up and perhaps even faked.  Yet people know when you are not being real.  As an ambassador for Christ you certainly want to present a good impression, but you are feeling uncomfortable in this unfamiliar setting.  Perhaps there is even an element of fear lurking in the shadows.  

If you want to see what results when you are trying to do this in your own strength, then just read the verses that come before this one.  It’s not pretty.  They are called the “works of the flesh” and are contrasted with the fruit of the Spirit.  

We are exhorted to “walk by the Spirit” and we will see fruit grow.  The “fruit of the Spirit” is certainly one result.  So here we are stepping out in faith through this mission experience beginning to see that we can trust God in all things.  EF
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________
23 Days before Departure

Always There
Read:  I Corinthians 1:4-9
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  I Corinthians 1:9
I was planning the memorial service for my late husband when I was invited to go on my first mission trip to Uganda.  So, balancing plans for the future while processing sorrows of the moment, I was adamant about having Handel’s “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth” sung at the service as a statement of faith.  God covered us with His grace during those difficult days and provided hope for the future through opening a new door of ministry.
As it happened, one of those “God-incidences” occurred when our team celebrated Holy Week with our brothers and sisters in Nebbi Diocese.  Palm Sunday was a glorious occasion with, not just dainty miniature palm crosses, but huge branches of palm trees joyously waved to and fro as people sang and danced in anticipation of the coming triumph.  We moved with Jesus from one scene to another, each day significant in our corporate and personal lives.
Then came Easter.  Between early morning and second service, we were invited to breakfast with a Korean missionary.  As we finished saying grace, her little battery-powered tape recorder burst forth with “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth.”  In a place with no electricity, no running water or indoor plumbing where we gathered together fellowshipping in Jesus, I knew I was right where I needed to be—in the center of God’s will.  MC
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________
22 Days before Departure

Every Tribe and Every Tongue
Read:  Psalm 86:1-10
All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, and shall glorify Your name.  Psalm 86:9

I was invited to participate in an international missions team preparing to blitz Kenya with the Gospel.  Coming together for training were people from Wales, England, the U.S., New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, and Tanzania.  We all spent time training in our homeland before meeting in Kenya for prayer, discernment, bonding, and more training.

As we spent time sharing and learning, breaking bread together, and worshipping, we were again affirmed in our oneness in Christ.   Colors melded together as we listened to the saints God had brought together for His purpose.  When the dancing began, it was hard to distinguish one group from another—except for the Masai who jumped higher than anyone else.  But all our hearts were knit together in praising and worshiping the same Heavenly Father.
When we were sent out as missionaries and then returned to talk of lives being changed, ourselves included, our thanksgiving and praise were infused with the humbling reality that God had chosen clay vessels through which He proclaimed His Good News.  What a glorious time of worship that day in heaven will be when we come from every tribe and nation to give praise to our God.  MC
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
21 Days before Departure

Above All We Can Ask
Read:  Proverbs 3:3-8 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.  Proverbs 3:5, 6
Recently when a friend from Kampala, Uganda was visiting I invited her to attend a weekly prayer service at Oak Hills Church and listen to Max Lucado.  Delightedly, she explained that more than five years ago, while reading one of Max’s books, she had experienced a pivotal moment in her ministry as she dealt with issues of self worthlessness.  She asked if she could meet him.  I prayed for God’s provision.

Later at a gathering, I met Denalyn, Max’s wife, and she expressed a desire to meet our visitors.  The next day we shared together over coffee and listened to our friends tell of lives and ministries so very different from our own experiences.  Denalyn confirmed that Max would not be preaching the night we had planned to attend Oak Hills, as he was speaking at a local church near our home.  We went to hear him, and following Max’s presentation, he invited people to come and speak with him.  When our friend’s turn arrived, he looked at her and said, “You must be from Uganda.  I’ve been waiting to meet you.  Walk with me to my car – I have some books for you.”    HS
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________ ________________________________________________

________________________________________________
20 Days before Departure

The Seasons of Mission
Read:  Mark 13:31-37
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.  Mark 13:31

The changes from season to season will be different each year: the breaking-through of the green and blossoming of Spring, the drying and heat of Summer, the colorful changes of Fall, and the dying off of life of Winter.  Even though the Earth changes, there is a constant in God’s love. 
Stretching ourselves into missionary work is similar to a change in seasons, except we move counter to God’s forward, seasonal motion.  We go from being dry as a bare twig to being infused with Life.  We begin to see colors, vivid colors, as those found in fall.  The beauty and color of the Earth and our work fills our eyes, and we are overwhelmed with the simple, enormous joy of being in His presence.  Moving through our mission work, we experience the dry heat and parched feeling of summer as “the evil one” discourages us and presents roadblocks...  With constant prayer and God’s words, which continue influencing our mission team, we look forward to spring.  The birth of life is present in a desolate place where hopelessness prevailed.  We see the blossoms on trees and life beginning to sprout.  

Through God’s Word, we bring life to a passing-away Earth...  Simply by bringing God’s Word to a land that was dying, we bring life, hope, joy, peace and love.  It is evident in mission work that although we are facing a dying Earth, God’s Word and God’s work will not pass away but will be ever present in the lives we touch...  C & CM
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

19 Days before Departure
Tapestries
Read:  II Timothy 1:7-12
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  II Timothy 1:7

In Paul’s letter to Timothy, he says he is on a “Special  Mission” for Christ. The message to Paul and Timothy is laid out by Jesus Christ and applies to each of us today. God has asked Timothy, and us as well, to not be shy with our gifts. Instead, we are urged to be bold, loving, and sensible.

Ten years ago, I very much wanted to participate in missions but was questioning just what an artist has to give. What possible “Special Assignment” would God have for me? The mission to Honduras encouraged me to offer my gifts and let God use them to His benefit. The women began a beautiful ministry of embroidery that has given them pride in their work and funds to help their children attend school.

The mission, now called “Hands of Hope”, has become a tapestry of women woven together by God’s blessing. Women in Honduras, Mexico, San Antonio, and Uganda all work together through Hands of Hope. The women have built community, prayed and been bold in their love and sharing of the gifts God has given them.

Hands of Hope has become more skilled. We have learned how to help each other. We have become a woven tapestry of women with hope. We are not shy about our gifts but boldly lift them to God in gratitude. Mother Teresa said, “Let nothing distract you, nothing frighten you. All things pass. God doesn’t change. Patience achieves everything.” BK
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
18 Days before Departure

Delighting the Lord
Read:  Psalm 37:23, 24
Ps. 37:23  Our steps are made firm by the LORD, when He delights in our way.

The thing that struck me initially as odd in this passage is the phrase "when HE delights in OUR way," not "when WE delight in HIS way."  Why did the psalmist decide to say it this way?  God has given us choices in life, and sometimes they are not always easy to test against the black-and-white "Thou shalts" and "Thou shalt nots" given in Scripture.  There's no advice in Scripture about which college to send our kids to or how often we need to go to church, but it does give us guidelines to make wise choices with the time and other resources that God has given us.  And when God is delighted by the choices we make in our day to day living, you know what He does?  He affirms our path and "our steps are made firm" by Him.  SM
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________ ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
17 Days before Departure

It’s All by Faith
Read:  II Corinthians 5:16-21
For we walk by faith, not by sight.  II Corinthians 5:7

Faith is not blind. It is not like playing “Pin the Tail” where we grope around with our eyes tightly covered and try to hit the mark. No, faith activates a superior vision, one that overrides our natural eyesight because it sees the truth and reality that is communicated through the living Word of God. Faith is not daunted by the impossible, the desperate, the hopeless, the miserable, or the overwhelming because faith knows the power of the grace of God to undo all of that and make everything new and fresh and clean.  

What does all that mean for mission work? It is very practical. God sends us as light into regions of darkness--sometimes social darkness, sometimes spiritual darkness, sometimes the darkness of ignorance. We must go full of the Word and confidence that because we stand before the Father in the righteousness of Jesus, we can ask on behalf of the people to whom we are sent, and He will respond. We can encourage their hearts to believe that change is possible through His grace. We can uphold our brothers and sisters who live there and are weary from fighting the darkness. Most important, we can plant the good seed of the Word in the hearts of the people and know there will be a harvest. 

We have to walk these missionary trips out by faith or we are just “do-gooders” leaving no lasting blessing behind. Through faith we actually can experience the promise given in Isaiah 33: “Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; they will behold the far distant land.”  KM
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
16 Days before Departure

The Way of Blessing and Life

Read:  Romans 8:28-39
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  Romans 8:28
We do not determine our success or failure. For all our good efforts, for all our good intentions, for all our hard work and ingenuity, outcomes are not ours to guarantee. In fact, quite the opposite. We are continually stunned by the unpredictability of events. The mission team I served on in Honduras prayed, prepared a qualified team, assembled the best equipment available to them, surveyed and drilled for water. They sweated, prayed, drilled, worshipped. No water. More praying, more drilling. No water. No success, according to their standards.

Mother Teresa once said that “we are called upon not be successful but to be faithful.” We have faith that the work we do in God’s name will be used according to his good and perfect purpose. Outwardly, the results may seem disappointing, but we are serving a great God who takes our imperfect offering and brings good fruit, not for himself but for us and others. Inwardly, he is developing our faith, our perseverance, our dependence on him and our trust in his goodness. His wisdom and his plan are always beyond our understanding, but he has invited us to partake in developing his kingdom anyway. So we continue to show up, leaving the results up to him. We sweat, pray, cry sometimes, laugh, sing, sweat some more, and worship.  EB

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
________________________________________________
15 Days before Departure

Upside Down and Backwards
Read:  James 2:14-17
Listen, my beloved brethren: has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  James 2:5 (NKJV)

Christianity is upside down. We often forget that, living in a predominately Christian country where our values are well represented and our faith isn’t something we suffer for as some do. I often find myself ignoring the radical contradictions of the Gospel: we must die to be reborn, be last to be first, be poor to be rich. 

James doesn’t like the way the church to whom he writes gives great honor to the wealthy among them and heaps shame on the poor. The poor, he says, are the ones God honors with the riches of faith, and it follows that their fellow believers ought to honor them as well. What a radical thing for James to ask of them! He wants them to take the ragged, toothless man in the corner and place him at the head of the room. The Gospel asks that sort of thing of us every day, in hundreds of ways. It is a matter of our faith being strong enough to follow.  CH
God’s truth I want to hold today is _____________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
14 Days before Departure

Love in Action
Read:  John 13:34, 35
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.  John 13:35
Jesus was speaking to his disciples after supper the night before He died. They didn’t know what was going to happen, and I doubt they thought long and hard about His words until much later. 
What about me?  How do I love others—family, friends, neighbors, strangers?  Do I drive like a disciple, answer the phone or handle interruptions or inconveniences like one? What about waiting in long lines?  
Years ago I was angry and inwardly fuming as I stood in line for the second day to get a driver's license in Costa Rica. A still small voice said something like this: “How dare you! Most of the people in the world stand in line to get a cup of rice or water, and you ‘re getting a license and have a car.” Thank God for His mercy. Standing in line has become an opportunity to be thankful, to intercede, to reflect on how we love each other.  Remember! We don’t stand in line alone!  BF
God’s truth I want to hold today is _____________________ ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
13 Days before Departure
Of Halos and Wings

Read:  Exodus 23:20-23

Are not angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?  Hebrews 1:14
Angels, God’s helpers and messengers, were there with the Israelites; with Joseph, Mary and the Baby; with Jesus; and with Peter.  And they still guide, protect, and help us today.  On a recent trip to Russia we didn’t get off on the right foot.  After waiting for a late plane in Houston, we missed our plane to Europe.  We went to get a new ticket and found five ticket counters with no people behind them—in the middle of the afternoon!  A man said to call on a wall phone and someone would come.  Our first angel arrived shortly at the ticket counter and managed to bend the rules to get us on a new flight to Paris and connections arriving in St. Petersburg only 4 hours later than originally planned.  And that wasn’t all!  In the airport we went past our stop on the tram because of confusing signs, and an angel in the car in front of us motioned through the windows to go back!  Thank you, God!

After a few more instances of being rescued during our stay in Russia, the taxi to take us to the airport didn’t show up.  One of the team members went to see if he could find a cab.  He saw nothing, but then, “There’s a taxi standing where no taxi has been before!” What a blessing to experience God’s angels!  GS

Of halos and wings, we’re shy to speak,

But Angels are still here to keep.

They come to help us out of harm,

And get us back to our Father’s arm.
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________ 

12 Days before Departure
God’s Peace
Read:  Isaiah 26:1-4
Those of steadfast mind You keep in peace—peace because they trust in You.  Isaiah 26:3  (NRSV)

Those of steadfast mind are the Lord's own who have been formed by Him and remember they are created in His image. They walk with Him in such security that they don’t seek Him out in their world—rather they joyfully realize that they walk in His world. It’s true that this joy is often complicated by the darkness sometimes encountered when we’re about His business. We see the effects of human disobedience and wonder at how far we’ve fallen. But if we fix our minds on the goodness of God's world and His love, we won’t lose sight of His eternal mission. Rather than strive merely to better society or improve humanity, we must submit to God's desire to restore and reconcile the world to Himself.  
When we live by faith, we are aware of our place in the universe and are humbled by God's majesty and His eternal hope for humanity. How He must love us! And in that awareness there is peace passing understanding. In the remembrance of God's love for us we are conformed to His eternal plan; we are secure in His complete will—even if we don't see or understand the particulars—and His peace in our heart and mind is both the proof and the reward.

Those of steadfast mind have absolute security and trust in God's will for heaven and earth. His absolute love for us promotes such peace that we are all the more sure in our resolve to love, serve, and give thanks to Him.  DC
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
11 Days before Departure

Being the “Twelfth Man”
Read:  Isaiah 6:1-8

Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I.  Send me!”

If you have ever been to a football game at Texas A & M, you may have noticed that the student body stands throughout the entire game.  If you find yourself sitting behind them, you may be annoyed by those who block your view by refusing to sit.  But when you know the reason for this tradition, your annoyance may turn to respect for those who are willing to endure the discomfort of standing throughout 4 quarters of a football game in order to show support for their team. 

On January 22, 1922, Texas A & M found itself in the first bowl game ever played in the Southwest Conference.  Coach Dana Bible helplessly watched as the injuries piled up, and his reserves were depleted as one by one his injured players limped off the field.  As the game neared halftime, he had only one reserve left.

What could he do?  He remembered a player who had not made the traveling team but had told the coach, “I’ll be in the stands if you need me.”  Bible sent a messenger to search for the young player and get him to suit up for the second half.  This is how the Texas A & M tradition of “the twelfth man” began and why students stand ready to be called onto the field.  Now I don’t know if A & M won that game.  It really doesn’t matter.  What matters is the tradition of the “twelfth man” was started.

Since then, a series of “twelfth men” have come from the student body to help their team.  While football players seem to be a breed apart at some schools, at Texas A & M, with its “twelfth man” tradition, it has been established that a football player may come “out of nowhere.”  Help doesn’t always arrive in the proper uniform.

O.K.  What does football have to do with a mission trip?  I find it rather ironic that there were 12 apostles and, when one was cut from the team for unsportsmanlike conduct, there was an opening for a “twelfth man.”   I think that our role is to be that “twelfth man.”  We may not feel that we have the proper uniform or the proper skills, but all we need is to have a willing spirit and to stand ready to serve when our Lord asks, “Whom shall I send?”  I don’t go to Honduras because I like beans and love to sweat.  I go because I feel God has called me out of the stands to be His hands and serve as His “twelfth man.” 

“Here am I.  Send me.”  KL

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
10 Days before Departure
The House We All Built
Read:  Proverbs 16:1-3
Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.  Proverbs 16:3

I have invested in a house... I had not intended to become so involved. I went with two dozen colleagues from around the country to just “do a little work” before an important meeting... We’d go early, we decided, and make a mini mission trip of it. 

For two days we sanded and primed in readiness for the painting team that would follow us.  It was hot, dusty work, interrupted only by potty breaks and a peanut butter sandwich at lunch time. And the more we sanded, the more we primed, the more we became attached to the house. 

Our team had broken up into four contingents so we could work on four houses. On day three, we toured all four houses to see how the painting was coming. And the strangest thing happened; we began to claim “our” houses. We oohed and aahed as our bus pulled up to the house, and we noted the bright colors it was being painted. “Wow, it looks great!” we said to ourselves.

It was only two days out of my life, and I didn’t think it would make much of a difference. But my two days combined with someone else’s two days and another someone’s two more days will get that house finished. 

I have a piece in that family’s future, and they have a place in my prayers. God’s economy is grand.  MG
God’s truth I want to hold today is____________________
9 Days before Departure
You Can Depend on God
Read:  I Peter 5:6-11
"Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you."

 

I am descended from a long line of people who are anxious when facing a new situation. My father, the classic example, made us bring our suitcases to him the day before a road trip to make sure they would fit in the car trunk.  You can imagine my anxiety level when facing my first mission trip. I was worried because I was the team leader and had no experience. I’d never been to the place in Mexico where we’d have VBS, had never taught VBS, spoke very little Spanish, and was expected to write the curriculum.

 

My anxiety was so intense that I almost decided not to go. I went to a good friend and shared my fears. With her help and prayer, I realized that God really does care for me and wants me to trust Him enough to step out in faith giving Him all my anxieties.  So holding on tight to this reassurance, I led the team into what turned out to be a glorious adventure filled with joy, blessings, and some wonderful spiritual surprises. We returned to that place for many years and formed lasting relationships that I still treasure today.

 

Now when I go on a mission trip, I hold this quote in my heart, "When there is nothing left but God, that is when you find out that God is all you need."  Philippians 4:6 and 7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your minds in Jesus Christ.”  BC
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
8 Days before Departure

Listen and Obey
Read:  Isaiah 30:19-21
Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the way, walk in it.”  Isaiah 30:21
 

When a choice must be made for the Lord, how often do we listen to our own desires?  I know I do.  Instead of praying and listening for His guidance, I too often choose the safest route or I am guided by those things which I may at times worship more, a job, money, etc.  
Often when it comes to mission, I take the line of least resistance.  It is easier to stay in my comfortable home than to venture forth to a third world setting.  Also, of course there is the factor of time.  There are the demands of the job or family, and I simply don’t have the time.  The only problem with my choices is that I end up serving me, not Him.  
Only by listening and being obedient; can I walk in the Lord’s path.  GS
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
7 Days before Departure

A God for all Seasons
Read:  Psalm 84:10-12
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.  Psalm 84:11

It is spring in Texas.  After weeks of rain and grey, the sun is shining today.  I can feel its warmth enfolding me and its brightness lifting my spirits.  I need the blue skies and bright sunlight to keep me joyful and the world in proper perspective.  Malachi (4:2) knew about the Lord as the sun in spring.  “But for you who obey me, my saving power will rise on you like the sun and bring healing like the sun’s rays.  You will be free and happy as calves let out of a stall.”
Arizona in the summer is also sunny and beautiful; however, you do not want to be out in the sun.  It can be unhealthy.  It’s then that God is also my shield.  He protects me from  harm.  He shields me from danger within and without.

Then there is a fall sunrise in the mountains of Uganda.  It is a glorious blessing to see.  But I could only see it by an act of obedience.  I chose to say “yes” to a missionary trip.  During that time away from the familiar, the Lord was my shield protecting me from my own fears of inadequacy as much as any physical danger.  The Lord was my sun sending healing rays into a tiny chapel and warming me with countless hugs from joyful people.

No matter where I am or what the season…God is!  He is as constant as the sun and as necessary as a shield.  To him be glory and grace forever.  JF

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
6 Days before Departure

Jesus Shows Up
Read:  Romans 10:8-15
So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the word of Christ.  Romans 10:17 (NRSV)

Sometimes I’m asked about our medical missions, whether they are “really” Christian missions.  Doctors looking in peoples’ mouths, noses, ears…uh, whatever…, taking glucose levels and BP’s, giving out medicine from the pharmacy, fitting glasses, passing out shoes—doesn’t sound much like evangelism and bringing people to faith to some good folks.  I wonder that myself sometimes, standing in a hot hundred-degree church with a tin roof and no windows, with sore feet and someone yelling a complaint in my ear, and not feeling especially pious at the moment.

But then Jesus comes around.  

He shows up in different ways: in one of our teenagers, seeing for the first time how most of the world lives.  In another teen leading 30 kids outside to play soccer (100 degrees, remember!) so the docs can hear themselves think.  In a little girl who’s walked with her mom all day to get to us and arrives 10 minutes before we close the last day, and the doc knows the second he looks at her that she’d have been dead in a few days if he hadn’t been there to give her the antibiotics that will preserve the gift of life in her frail body.  (Jesus is in that doctor’s face, too, you betcha.)  FF
God’s truth I want to hold today is_______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5 Days before Departure

Trust is the Secret
Read:  Romans 15:13-21
Rom 15:13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   NIV

What is the secret of being filled with joy, peace and hope in the power of the Holy Spirit? I believe the secret is trust.  Trust God, not my abilities.  Trust God, not what I have prepared.  Trust, Trust, Trust, that God can use me, in spite of my weaknesses and my supposed strengths.  In a self sufficient world of “I cans,” learning to trust God is much more challenging than we may fully understand.  
Last year, a visiting mission team went over into Mexico to the dump.  We went without any great ideas or even a clear plan.  But we went in obedience and trust.  Before we began, we prayed and asked God to move in power, and he did. The Holy Spirit healed people, and we all experienced a new sense of joy, peace and hope learning again what trusting God is about.  Trust is the secret.  CS
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
4 Days before Departure

Strength in Weakness
Read:  II Corinthians 9:6-11
And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.  II Corinthians 9:8
 

The house had been gutted. Moldy, waterlogged furniture, clothing, and personal effects had been taken to the curb and hauled away. All that remained was the shell of a house and the memories. So many hurdles were set up to get assistance that many folks in his neighborhood simply chose to leave and not look back. But Alvin wasn’t about to give up. A man of God, he prayed for strength and the means to rebuild. 
By June of 2007 with the help of three churches and over fourteen people Alvin rebuilt his home and replaced the basic contents. Even as his home was coming together, he reestablished the Trinity Education Enrichment Program which blesses the poorer children of New Orleans. Then, a month after he moved back into his home, summer classes began for TEEP. Almost a dozen schools and fifty children came daily to Trinity Church, New Orleans, to be blessed abundantly with love, personal attention, excellent educational enrichment activities, and more. Smiling faces have a way of showing with crystal clarity the abundance of God’s love. Alvin is an instrument of that Love.  RF
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
3 Days before Departure

Thank You
Read:  Ephesians 4:29-32, 5:1-2
Ephesians 5:2  …and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
It was my ninth trip to Honduras.  I was struck anew by the faces of poverty.  The children in the village had come expectantly to my class watching the strange lady from Texas and hoping that the trunk she brought held something for them.  As I handed out color sheets and crayons they rushed forward with hands extended yelling, “a mi, a mi.”  I am always surprised they are not tempted to pocket these treasures.  They never do.  Instead, they gather the crayons, carefully place tops on the markers, and place each one in my hand.  And when a special prize is offered such as a bracelet, a comb, or a bar of soap, I again hear a cacophony of voices surrounding me, “a mi, a mi.”  They relentlessly pull at your sleeve making sure you do not overlook the little brother or sister the older ones always seem to have in tow.

One day as the Honduran lady who works with me started the class in prayer, I watched each little upturned face as the children closed their eyes and folded their hands.  I don’t speak much Spanish, but I understood the repeated phrase, “Gracias, Padre.”  “Thank you, Father.”  I had been focusing on what these children don’t have instead of what they do have.  They may not have crayons or markers or even shoes or clean water, but they have the love of Jesus. Sometimes I have to be reminded as I fill my trunk with enough crafts and supplies that the gift of love is the basic staple for every trip and that I have the privilege of being God’s instrument to distribute that love.  “Gracias, Padre.”  KL

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
2 Days before Departure

A New Kind of Joy
Read:  Psalm 4:6-8
You have put gladness in my heart, more than in the season that their grain and wine increased.  Psalm 4:7

Our first day working out in the bush of Uganda where we were to teach in two different schools, we were introduced to several hundred sparkling eyes and smiling faces.  They sang and danced for us with great joy and gladness. Our first response was total amazement.  These children lived in the bush, walked miles to school, drank brown water, slept on the ground in mud/straw huts, and many had no shoes.  But every day they gladdened our hearts and taught us a new level of joy in the Lord.

We were humbled and blessed by these joyful children, many of whom had lost both parents to AIDS and were responsible for caring for their siblings.  It suddenly seemed a sacrilege to fuss about the lack of regular electricity or to be impatient about the daily process of bailing and filtering our drinking water.  We were gladdened by the stars at night, by the beauty of the mountains, the plantations, the trees, the flowers, and the animals.  We were glad to be alive.

Gladness was meaningful in a new way because it had nothing to do with clothes, houses, cars, and all the material things we have so much of back home.  JM
God’s truth I want to hold today is__________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
1 Day before Departure
Provisions for the Journey
Read:  Isaiah 65:17-25

It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear.”  Isaiah 65:24

In much of his writings, the prophet Isaiah speaks of a future hope that is part of God’s total plan and the coming of a new creation.  As Christians, we are called to participate in this new creation, this new beginning in every part of our lives, to look for the big and the small moments that signify a new beginning.

Service on a mission team can be a real new beginning as we learn to live together as a worshipping, serving, traveling community.  There are many opportunities and frustrations that will become obstacles to our becoming God’s people.  Lost luggage, missed flights, uncomfortable beds, physical ailments, and irritating people – these can be opportunities for patience and humor or self-centeredness and anger.   

God is speaking to us in each of these ways, calling us to act every moment in love and care for all those we encounter.  In fact, Isaiah reminds us that God is present before we know it and hearing us before we even open our mouths.  Our daily task is to hear Him in our prayers and in our relationships and through our actions.  BF
God’s truth I want to hold today is__________________________
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
 Day of Departure
Strength for the Journey
Read:  Philippians 4:4-9
Phil. 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."

There are times when we are confronted with circum-stances on the mission field that are overpowering.  Our minds can’t process the pain and suffering our eyes are seeing.  At these times we learn to rely on the Holy Spirit within us.  These are times when we experience His presence in depths of our hearts, and we are able to do the work He has called us to do. This was such a time for me.
One cold, stormy night I was called to a little shack on the river bank in Honduras.  Rain dripped from the holes in the roof onto the dirt floor and the small table in the room.  On the table was a tiny five months old boy who had died a few hours earlier.  His short life had been filled with pain; he had never smiled.  Now his mother was left with empty arms, unable even to buy a wood box in which to bury him.  She told me that her son, Moises, had never been without pain, and she had anguished every minute of those five months.
As the girls who had accompanied me circled the table, they began to sing "Cristo es El Senor” (“Christ is the Lord”).  The Holy Spirit filled the room as I lifted the veil from the tiny face.  I bent to anoint the child and noticed something amazing.  The tiny face had a beautiful, unmistakable smile.  Trembling, I called the mother to my side.  "Look at his face.  When Moises passed from this world into the presence of God, he saw something so wonderful it made him smile.  God left that smile here so you will know he is safe." DZ
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
Second Day

Waiting to Act
Read:  Psalm 31:1-3
Ps. 31:24  Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD.

We often associate courage with action, while we associate waiting with postponing action.  However, that is not the biblical way of approaching waiting. To wait is indeed a concrete decision, something that one decides to do because of one’s faith.  But waiting is never an end in and of itself: it is a time of preparing, a time of summoning up courage so that in the end we can be conformed to Christ’s image and carry out the courageous acts that He wills.  
Let us wait and take courage, remembering that waiting is only godly when there is an action that we will carry out later: “For the kingdom of God depends not on talk but on power” (1 Cor. 4:20).  The Son of God is not glorified for His conversation, dialogue, or thinking, but for His decision to—at the right time—drink of the cup His Father gave Him: torture and crucifixion.  The miracle of resurrection followed obedience, action.  DM
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
Third Day

The Fruit of Endurance
Read:  James 1:3, 16-18
Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  James 1:3
Some years ago I started running as a means to recover from an illness.  Beginning very painfully, I encountered other runners, most of whom passed me repeatedly on the small dirt track.  Running became an enjoyable pastime and then a passion.  After some months of regular exercise, I found not as many people were passing me, and no one was staying on the track as long.  Each month brought new goals for distance and time and places to run.  Running then became a wonderful experience to be outside, and my track was where I was led to go.  It also became a great time to be with God, and he taught me endurance through running.
More recently, the Lord has moved my endurance into the mission field.  While being on the field is exhilarating, it is also painfully full of failure, disappointment, overwhelming need, sickness, poverty, attacks on our faith, and fear of being vulnerable.  Endurance brings us back to worship and praise God whether the days hold victory or defeat.  Endurance sends us out again and again, not counting the seed but believing for a harvest we may not even see.  Endurance increases faith that produces more endurance and the promise of sharing in Christ’s glory.  LM
St. Paul wrote, “I press on toward the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:14

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
Fourth Day
Lost and Found
Read:   I Corinthians 15:57, 58
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  I Corinthians 15:57
“You never really leave a place you love. Part of it you take with you, leaving a part of you behind.”  This calligraphied plaque was given to me by a dear friend as we moved from Del Rio. It is so true. My mind can drift back, and it’s as if I’m there again. On my first mission trip to Mexico in the early 1980’s I was a teen who had drifted away from my church family. My mother had died, and I was confused and angry. The mission trip came up, and my dad said I was going. I had mixed feelings because I had removed myself from the youth group, but I loved to travel. Dad held firm (thanks, Dad) and off I went with the team, 3 shovels, garden gloves and no idea what was in store.
The work was to be done in two parts. First was a stop in Monterrey to paint a church.  Next we went into the country to Camp Hayah which had buildings with bunk beds and no mattresses, no electricity and no running water. We tried to dig a foundation for a new building—with 3 shovels. Okay, maybe we had a few pick axes. We weren’t making much progress, but the sugary Cokes were delicious, and the Christian fellowship was a welcomed return to the foundation my parents had given me. As my Christian foundation was unearthed, our work came to a halt when almost all of us got Montezuma’s revenge. We lay on our bare bunks, sipped Cokes, and sweated. And then we heard a large vehicle pull up and start shoveling tons of dirt from our squared-off area. In 2 hours the machine did the job, and with blistered hands, swirling stomachs, and sunburned faces we were ever so grateful.

Often we look for the results of our labor. Would four days of work that was finally done faster by a large piece of equipment be considered efficient? Do we look for efficiency or effectiveness? If you ask me, the 15 year old who lost her mom but regained her Christian foundation would say, “Thank you, God, for the chance to unearth my foundation. I thought I was just going to help others, and you took my offering and blessed me with healing and unconditional love.” I left part of myself at Camp Hayah, but I brought part of that place home in my heart knowing I had rediscovered my ties to my church community. Now that’s effective! CL 
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Fifth Day

Don’t Quit!
Read:  Galatians 6:7-10
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap if we do not give up.  Galatians 6:9  (ESV)
“Donor fatigue” is a term used to describe the paralysis that sets in when people are overwhelmed with organizations or people asking for help or financial support.  There are so many needy people and so many problems in our sin-sick, fallen world.  Taking the risk of going on a mission trip is a huge step of faith.  You will have your eyes opened and your horizons expanded in ways you never imagined.  You will meet some amazing people faithfully serving God in challenging situations against overwhelming odds.  What can one person do when there is so much to be done?  

I remember a mission trip to St Petersburg, Russia, where we visited orphanages and assessed the work of the transition home that was helping girls learn to survive outside the institution.  I remember one counselor who was happily married and active in her church tell of her experience as an orphan.  She said none of her friends from that time was still alive.  Drugs, prostitution, crime, suicide, life on the streets had taken their toll as these young people were unable to figure out how to live.  Despair and hopelessness overwhelmed them.  They did not have the tools for success or faith in Christ to sustain them.  The cosmopolitan city seemed oblivious and uncaring.  The woman reminded us of what one person did that brought hope.  The impact continues as she in turn reaches out to others with the hope only Christ can give.  We will see the harvest if we persevere.  EF
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

Sixth Day
The Hard Work of Love

Read:  I Corinthians 13
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  I Corinthians 13:1
Never let them tell you that it isn’t hard work. People who return from mission trips will tell you that it is rewarding, it is fulfilling, it is receiving so much more than you have given. And that is true, all true. But it is hard work.
It is getting up at 5:30 every morning for the 6:15 a.m. team meeting. It is getting on a rickety bus and riding two hours over what can just barely be called roads into the mountains. It is working in villages that are hot and dry and dusty. It is kicking aside the chickens and dodging pigs in the road and wondering if that dog will bite you and being glad that you got your tetanus shot. It is listening to the crowing of roosters ‘til you are sick of them.
It is being crowded into a cinder block school building with 80 needy little children who are sweaty and dirty and most likely have head lice. It is missing your own children and grandchildren and then encountering a dozen Honduran children crowded around a table eating their lunch of rice and milk provided by the government. It is raising your camera to your eye to take a photo and focusing your lens on one little face, one sweet little round boy-child face who is the image of your own grandson with different color skin and hair. It is sobbing for that child and all the children of the world who eat rice and milk in a free lunch program.
It is teaching the women of the village about proper hygiene and dissolving in laughter with them when you make a group decision that “poo-poo” is just easier to say than the Spanish word for “excrement.” It is being startled to realize at one particular moment that you are all just mothers sitting around talking about what to do when your babies are sick with diarrhea and vomiting.
It is dragging a drilling rig that has lost its brakes up the winding mountain roads. It is facing the unrelenting frustration of clogged filters in the fuel line, of broken drill heads, of dead batteries. It is being covered in so much dust that when you take off your protective eye glasses all that can be seen are your eyes. The blue eyes of the Americanos. The brown eyes of the Hondurans. It is driving back over the same mountain at the end of the day and stopping at the Esso station for bottled water and a six-pack of Salva Vida and having happy hour on the bus the rest of the way to your quarters. It is laughing with your team mates.

It is seeing into the hearts of the other team members and finding the heart of Christ there. It is worshipping together every morning and evening. It is falling into bed exhausted and getting up again at 5:30 the next morning to do it again.

It is hard work. The men and women of this diocese, and every diocese and every church, who give themselves to mission work know about this hard work. And they go anyway, again and again, to Honduras and Mexico and Russia. They can’t not go, they say. They are called to be the hands and feet and heart of Christ to a broken and hurting world. They return having left a part of themselves, and they make a difference. Never think that they do not make a difference.

They say that not everyone is called to mission work, but everyone is called to pray and everyone is called to send. And that, too, is hard work. It is the work of the way of the cross. It is our cross. We dare not refuse to pick it up.
MG
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
Seventh Day

God is with Us

Read:  Genesis 28:15-17
Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land…  Genesis 28:15
Dean Truett served on a short-term mission to Guatemala some years ago.  One day, Dean and his colleagues headed for neighboring Honduras to check out the status of their mission there.  They took a bus, hoping to visit several mission points.

As it turned out, this day was the same day the army decided to overthrow the government.  The bus was near a police station when a group of attackers killed 21 police.  For a while the bus was held at gunpoint.  Finally, the people were released but later an opposing group stopped them again in the rapidly developing civil war.  All day long first one side then the other would stop the bus at gunpoint and then, after a while, release it.  Dean and friends arrived unharmed at their destination although they were hours behind schedule.

Dean later discovered that, during that wild and crazy day, his father had been awakened at home in the States with a strong urge to pray for him.  For hours the old saint prayed God’s protection over his son.  Across town, Dean’s pastor’s wife had the same experience. Those prayer warriors wrote down when and why they prayed: it was exactly when Dean was going through the war zone.  MC
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________
Eighth Day
That’s Mission
Read:  Psalm 46:1-11
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Psalm 46:1 (NRSV)
Jesus shows up big time, when the team is faced with being forbidden to take their medicines where we are supposed to go, and the team pulls it together and finds a way to wait on God to work it out and deliver His goods.  He shows up back home when people hear or see what we have done—the pictures tell a story no mere words can—and they want to be part of the big move God is putting on the world to make it right again.
Jesus came to heal.  He still does.  He is healing the world.  He is healing me and you, and He is healing through us.  Every action, every word of ours are His to use to heal the brokenness around us and in us.  That’s mission.  FF
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ninth Day

Waiting on the Lord
Read:  Isaiah 40:28-31
But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31

What a beautiful way to describe those who live their faith daily in worlds that call for sacrifice and persecution.  We often talk about our faith with others in our journey of life, but the practice of faith calls for real trust and patience as we look to our Lord God to deliver us, strengthen us, guide us, forgive, and love us.

God’s hesed (unconditional love) is the stuff that faith is made of.  Nowhere is this more experienced than on the front lines of the mission field.  My experience with people on the front lines of the faith is that they understand who they are and whose they are.  They wait upon the Lord; they renew their strength to minister and evangelize from the Lord; and they rise above their situation to be instruments of light in the darkness of their world.

One only has to talk to our brothers and sisters in the mission field to understand the power and depth of faith and sacrifice that is experienced by those who bring the Christ to those who know Him not.  Experiencing God’s Presence through His love strengthens us to continually walk the way of our faith and not be weary or falter.  All of us are called to some missionary field, and all of us can draw strength and encouragement from the prophet Isaiah’s words in chapter 40, verse 31.  BDW
God’s truth I want to hold today is_________________________
__________________________________________________________
Tenth Day

Rejoicing in God
Read:  Habakkuk 3:17-19
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  Habakkuk 3:18

How many times do we seek God for various things and in various situations?  Do we ever simply revel in His Presence or adore Him for being our God?  A very holy bishop once said that he spent an hour each day just sitting in God’s Presence and practicing the prayer of adoration.  He called this “the Holy Hour,” and he never missed a day of sitting in silence and rejoicing in God’s Presence.  In our business, we lose sight of the fact that God is always there.  He is waiting for us to experience the joy of His Presence.

I can remember leading Vacation Bible School teams in Northern Mexico some years ago.  The thing that struck me in my faith was the rejoicing and exultation that came from the young people who were not bound by churchmanship and theology.  They only knew the joy of Jesus’ Presence in their lives at moments of celebration.  This was in contrast to the holy bishop’s experience, but it was the same God, the same joy, and the same exultation that was expressed, shared, and passed on to others.  Our unbounded joy and our exalting our God should never be limited by time, place, and circumstance, for He is the God of our salvation, and He meets us in the joy of celebration and in the quiet of our soul.  BDW
God’s truth I want to hold today is_________________________
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
Eleventh Day

From Fears to Fruitfulness
Read:  Psalm 34

The angel of the Lord guards and rescues all who reverence him. Psalm 34:7
As a child, I can remember watching a movie about Albert Schweitzer and dreaming of serving God by helping the less fortunate.  As I ventured into the mission field my fears were not for safety.  My fear was that my dream of making a difference would not become a reality.
I joined the Water Ministry team going to Honduras and was delegated to the Women’s Hygiene team.  But what could I do?  What gifts did I have to share?  I didn’t speak the language, and, as I found menial tasks to perform like handing out papers or cups of water to the women in the class, I felt rather inadequate with my only form of communication being a smile.  I longed to talk to these women whose lives were so different from my own.  There was Rosa who wore a “Soccer Mom” T-shirt every day and Maria whose shirt announced “World Cruise Club/ Princess Cruises”. My vision of a “soccer mom” was moms sitting in their colorful lawn chairs on the side-lines of a manicured field with an ice chest full of cold drinks.  Knowing this was not likely something Rosa experienced made the division between us even more apparent.   And, of course, a cruise for someone like Maria who had probably never been very far out of her village was unimaginable.
Every morning, we would start class by praying.  Everyone prayed at once with voices loudly rising and falling. At first I found the cacophony of many voices offered in prayer to be overwhelming for it was a prayer form totally alien to me.  However, about the third morning I listened to the mixture of English and Spanish lifted up in prayer and saw it in a different light. Rosa and Maria’s world is obviously very different from mine. Maria has no possibility of going on a Princess Cruise and Rosa will never be a “Soccer Mom”.  However, there is one thing that narrows the gap between us. We may have two completely different life styles and speak different languages, but it was obvious as we prayed together that we love and worship the same God, and that nothing else really matters.
“The angel of the Lord guards and rescues all who reverence him.”  God took the meager gifts I had to offer and allowed me to share his love with my sisters in Honduras, and he took my fears of inadequacy and showed me that all that is required is a love and reverence for my Lord.  KL
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Twelfth Day

Waiting for Water
Read:  Psalm 27:10-14
Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart: wait, I say, on the Lord!  Psalm 27:14
We had come to Honduras to drill water wells.  The Water Ministry was finally proceeding from a dream to a reality. On the first trip we identified the places to drill and watched the excitement build, not only for the team, but for the Hondurans who were to be the recipients of clean water from a freshly dug well.  In the village of El Paraiso, the site selected was in a church yard where the congregation gathered to worship and bless the site.  We ceremoniously drove a stick in the ground to mark the spot as we sprinkled it with holy water and asked God’s blessing upon it.

When we returned with a full team several months later, we quickly set up the drilling rig in the church yard.  With great anticipation the villagers were gathering around the well site to watch us drill.  Filled with purpose and the certainty that we would make a well, we started to drill. With each piece of drill stem that went in the ground we felt that much closer to answering the prayers of these people.  However, at 140 feet, we had to admit we were not going to make a well.  Filled with disappointment, we started pulling the pipe out of the hole.  The looks on the faces of the villagers gathered at the site reflected the mood of the whole team.  After prayerful consideration, we moved over and started the whole process again.  This time, after drilling only 80 feet, we struck water.

There was much rejoicing as villagers and team members happily scooped up water in buckets, hard hats or any other available container.  Marveling that a distance of only 8 feet could be the difference between a dry well and a productive well, I suddenly realized that the location of the second well was the place that we had asked God to bless in the ceremony 3 months earlier.  In our excitement to start drilling, we had forgotten about God’s part in this process.  That day we learned a godly lesson that set the tone for the future of our ministry.  We learned to “wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”  DL

God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thirteenth Day

Keep on Keeping on
Read:  Hebrews 6:10-12
For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  Heb. 6:10
In this verse I was first struck by the way that, in the midst of ministering, we may feel that God has forgotten us.  Somehow, somewhere we may feel His presence has slipped away from us.  And we may wonder how did that come to pass? Has He gone to a far off country and left me here alone to tend the vineyards?  Where is the Living Water?  We may cry out, “Only if it were to fall from the skies again to replenish me in my labors.”

But another thought that came to me was that this verse was written by an amazing encourager.  He writes later of the need for us to surround ourselves with a Cloud of Witnesses, so that our faith can be bolstered by those who have gone ahead of us.  They were the ones who never saw their seeds of faith grow into magnificent oaks.  The writer encourages us to fix our thoughts upon them to help us set aside any doubt that entangles us so that we may run the race.

May that Cloud precipitate in your hearts and minds and the witness of the saints who have gone before you give hope and assurance.  May my encouragement lift you to keep your focus on Jesus, the giver of Living Water and the perfector of our faith.   My missionary experience has been deeply meaningful.  Know that your commitment is strengthening to me.  So, continue to minister in the love of Jesus, knowing God has not forgotten you nor have we.  JB
God’s truth I want to hold today is_____________________
Fourteenth Day

Forgiveness is the Key
Read:  Colossians 3:12-17
Col 3:13-14  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  NIV

Why is it so hard to forgive?  Why can I see so clearly the speck in my brother’s eye and not see the log in my own?  More importantly, why do I feel I deserve forgiveness while those “other” people don’t?  Withholding forgiveness can be the greatest obstacle to God’s healing in my life and empowerment for ministry.  

A number of years ago, while attending a healing conference, a women shared how she had suffered back pain for years resulting from a car accident.  Prayer had not worked to improve her physical health until she forgave.  I watched her move that day to the front of the church, bend over and touch her legs for the first time without pain in five years.  Forgiveness was the key to her healing, and it is the key to our healing and health as well.   CS

God’s truth I want to hold today is_________________________
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
Fifteenth Day

A Marvelous Journey
Read:  II Corinthians 12:9, 10

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  II Corinthians 12:9

I have learned many, many things as a missionary.  I am constantly amazed at what God can do if we are willing.  One of my own personal tests that I am on the right track is Who gets the honor and glory?  If the answer is God, then I know I am on the right road.  And what a road it has been. For me it has been a marvelous journey with many highs and many lows but knowing that with God’s power, all things are possible.  

Now [as a result of our mission work] in the southern half of Honduras, there is a team most every week from January until August.  When someone has been asked to start a new team from their church, he or she has responded with joy and enthusiasm.  What a true joy it is to work with others who are committed to the Lord.

What is the most important thing in life?  It is relationships—with our Creator and Redeemer, our family, and the people near and far.  Everyone needs a relationship with Christ so they may have all He promises.  Paul makes it very simple:  the more we surrender ourselves to Christ, the more He can do through us.

If I am a vessel for Christ, all I can do is shout Alleluia!  HM

God’s truth I want to hold today is__________________________
_________________________________________________________
Prayers for Mission and Servanthood
O God of all the nations of the earth:  Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls:  Have compassion on all who do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel be preached with grace and power to those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ;
  For those who have never heard the word of salvation

  For those who have lost their faith

  For those hardened by sin or indifference

  For the contemptuous and the scornful

  For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and  
  persecutors of his disciples
  For those who in the Name of Christ have persecuted
  others

That God will open their hearts to the truth and lead them to 

  faith and obedience.  Amen.

Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy city to which the nations of the world bring their glory:  Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth.  Renew the ties of mutual regard which form our civic life.  Send us honest and able leaders.  Enable us to eliminate poverty, prejudice, and oppression that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:  Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and cultures in this world.  Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship and show us your presence in those who differ most from us until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of His salvation that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of His marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace:  So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name.  Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords:  Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under His most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Almighty God, by your grace you have given us a new life in Jesus Christ, and by your Spirit you have called us to proclaim His Name throughout the nations:  Awaken in us such a love for you and for your world that we may so boldly proclaim Jesus Christ by word and deed that all people may come to know Him as Savior and follow Him as Lord; to the glory of your Name.  Amen.

Ever living God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ:  Inspire our witness to Him, that all may know the power of His forgiveness and the hope of His resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget:  the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them.  Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit and to turn their sorrow into joy.  Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength:  By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to thee, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly thine, utterly dedicated unto thee; and then use us, we pray thee, as thou wilt, and always to thy glory and the welfare of thy people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Almighty God, whose will it is to be glorified in your saints:  Shine, we pray, in our hearts, that we in our generation may show forth your praise, who called us out of darkness into your marvelous light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Grant, Lord God, to all who have been baptized into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ that, as we have put away the old life of sin, so we may be renewed in the spirit of our minds and live in righteousness and true holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in His earthly life shared our toil and hallowed our labor:  Be present with your people where they work; make those who carry on the industries and commerce of this land responsive to your will; and give to us all a pride in what we do and a just return for our labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature:  Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Almighty God our heavenly Father, you declare your glory and show forth your handiwork in the heavens and in the earth:  Deliver us in our various occupations from the service of self alone that we may do the work you give us to do in truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake of Him who came among us as one who serves, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects for good or ill all other lives:  So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen.
SONG & HYMNS

ABOVE ALL POWERS,

Above all kings,

Above all nature and all created things

Above all wisdom and all the ways of man

You were here before the world began.

Above all kings,
Above all thrones,
Above all wonders the world has ever known

Above all wealth and treasures of the earth

There’s no way to measure what You’re worth.

CHORUS

Crucified, laid behind the stone

You lived to die, rejected and alone

Like a rose trampled on the ground

You took the fall

And thought of me

Above all.

2

ALLELUIA HOSANNA KABAKA

Leader: Alleluia, Hosanna, Kabaka

             (Alleluia, Hosanna, our King )

All:        Alleluia, Hosanna, Kabaka.
Leader: Alleluia… ( improvises )

All:        Alleluia. Hosanna, Kabaka.
3

AMATU ALU YESU

Leader:  Amatu alu Yesu ma alia.
              (We are all one in Jesus)

All:         Amatu alu Yesu ma alia.
Leader: America matu alu.
             (We come from America)
All:        Amatu alu Yesu ma alia.
Leader: England matu alu.           

             (We come from England)

Leader continues with other countries.
4 

ALL HAIL THE LAMB, enthroned on high;

His praise shall be our battle cry.

He reigns victorious, forever glorious,

His name is Jesus, He is the Lord.
5
ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME!

Let angels prostrate fall;

Bring forth the royal diadem,

And crown Him Lord of all!

Bring forth the royal diadem,

And crown Him Lord of all!

Crown Him ye martyrs of our God,

Who from His altar call;

Praise Him whose way of pain ye trod,

And crown Him Lord of all!

Praise Him whose way of pain ye trod,

And crown Him Lord of all!

Hail Him, the Heir of David’s line.

Whom David Lord did call,

The God incarnate, Man divine,

And crown Him Lord of all!

The God incarnate, Man divine,

And crown Him Lord of all!

Ye heirs of Israel’s chosen race,

Ye ransomed of the fall,

Hail Him who saves you by His grace,

And crown Him Lord of all!

Hail Him who saves you by His grace,

And crown Him Lord of all!
Let every kindred, every tribe,

On this terrestrial ball,

To Him all majesty ascribe

And crown Him Lord of all!

To Him all majesty ascribe

And crown Him Lord of all!

6
A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD,

A bulwark never failing;

Our helper He amid the flood

Of mortal ills prevailing;

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe;

His craft and power are great,

And, armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing;

Were not the right man on our side,

The man of God’s own choosing;

Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus, it is He;

Lord Sabaoth His Name,

From age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,

Should threaten to undo us;

We will not fear, for God hath willed

His truth to triumph through us;

The prince of darkness grim,

We tremble not for him;

His rage we can endure,

For lo, his doom is sure,

One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers

No thanks to them, abideth;

The Spirit and the gifts are ours

Through Him who with us sideth,

Let goods and kindred go,

This mortal life also;

The body they may kill;

God’s truth abideth still,

His kingdom is forever.

7

ASCRIBE GREATNESS to our God the Rock,

His work is perfect and all His way just,

Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock,
His work is perfect and all His way just

A God of faithfulness and without injustice.
Good and upright is He;

A God of faithfulness and without injustice,

Good and upright is He.
8

ASANTE, BABA, asante Yesu,

Umeni panda Baba, umeni panda,

Yesu ukaniokoa, asante Baba.

Alleluya-Hosanna.  (x 4)
(Thank You, Father, thank you,

You loved me, Father, You loved Jesus;

Jesus, You saved me, thank you Father.)
9

ASANTE, SANA YESU 
Asante sana Yesu (x 2)

Asante sana Yesu moyoni

Asante sana Yesu (x 2)
Asante sana Yesu moyoni.
Thank you, thank you, Jesus, (x 2)

Thank you, thank you, Jesus, in my heart

Thank you, thank you, Jesus, (x 2)

Thank you, thank you, Jesus, in my heart.
10
AS THE DEER pants for the water,

So my soul longs after You,

You alone are my heart’s desire

And I long to worship You.

You alone are my strength, my shield,

To You alone may my spirit yield,

You alone are my heart’s desire

And I long to worship You.

I want You more than gold or silver,

Only You can satisfy.

You alone are the real joy-giver

And the apple of my eye.

You’re my Friend and You are my Brother

Even though You are a King,

I love You more than any other,

So much more than anything.

11
BE LIFTED UP

Be lifted up

As we bow down

Be lifted up.
Let the heaven rejoice

Let the nations be glad

Let the whole earth tremble

For you are God.
Come and worship the Lord

In the beauty of holiness

As we bow down

Be lifted up. (Repeat )
12
BE THOU MY VISION,

O Lord of my heart,

Be all else but naught to me

Save that Thou art;

Be Thou my best thought

In the day and the night,

Both waking and sleeping,

Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my wisdom,

Be Thou my true word,

Be Thou ever with me,

And I with Thee, Lord;

Be Thou my great Father,

And I Thy true son;

Be Thou in me dwelling,

And I with Thee one.

Be Thou my breastplate,

My sword for the fight:

Be Thou my whole armor,

Be Thou my true might;

Be Thou my soul’s shelter,

Be Thou my strong tower;

O raise Thou me heavenward,

Great Power of my power.

Riches I need not,

Nor man’s empty praise;

Be Thou mine inheritance

Now and always;

Be Thou and Thou only

The first in my heart;

O Sovereign of heaven,

My treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven,

Thou heaven’s bright Sun,

O grant me its joys

After victory is won;

Great Heart of my own heart,

Whatever befall,

Still be Thou my vision,

O Ruler of all.

13
BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD,

Blessed be the name of the Lord,

Blessed be the name of the Lord Most High!

(Repeat )

The Name of the Lord is a strong tower,

The righteous run into it,

And they are saved,

(Repeat )
Glory to the name of the Lord…
Holy is the name of the Lord…

14
BLESSED BE YOUR NAME in the land that is plentiful

Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Blessed Your name

And blessed be Your name when I’m

Found in the desert place

Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed be your name.
Every blessing You pour out

I’ll turn back to praise

And when the darkness closes in,

Still I will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord

Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord

Blessed be Your glorious name.

Blessed be Your name

When the sun’s shining down on me

When the world’s all as it should 

Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name.
You give and take away

You give and take away

My heart will choose to say

Lord, blessed be Your name.

15
BLESSING AND HONOUR,

Glory and power

Be unto the Ancient of Days;

From every nation, all of creation

Bow before the Ancient of Days.

Every tongue in heaven and earth

Shall declare Your glory

Every knee shall bow at Your throne in worship

You will be exalted, O God

And Your kingdom shall not pass,
O Ancient of Days.
Your kingdom shall reign over all the earth:

King unto the Ancient of Days

Or none shall compare to Your matchless worth

King unto the Ancient of Days.
16
CHANGE MY HEART, O GOD,

Make it ever true;

Change my heart, O God,

May I be like You.

You are the potter,

I am the clay:

Mould me and make me,

This is what I pray.

17
COME DOWN, O LOVE DIVINE,

Seek Thou this soul of mine

And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing;

O Comforter, draw near,

Within my heart appear,

And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing,

O let it freely burn,

Till earthly passions turn

To dust and ashes, in its heat consuming;

And let Thy glorious light

Shine ever on my sight,

And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

Let holy charity

Mine outward vesture be,

And lowliness become mine inner clothing

True lowliness of heart,

Which takes the humbler part,

And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.
And so the yearning strong,

With which the soul will long,

Shall far out pass the power of human telling:

For none can guess its grace,

Till he become the place

Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling
18

COME, NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP,

Come, now is the time to give your heart

Come, now is the to worship,

Come, just as you are before your God,
Come.
One day, ev’ry tongue will confess you are God.

One day, ev’ry knee will bow,

Still, the greatest treasure remains

For those who gladly choose you now.
19
CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS,

The Lamb upon the throne;

Hark!  How the heavenly anthem drowns

All music but its own;

Awake, my soul, and sing

Of Him Who died for thee,

And hail Him as the matchless King

Through all eternity,

Crown Him the Lord of life,

Who triumphed o’er the grave,

And rose victorious in the strife

For those He came to save;

His glories now we sing

Who died, and rose on high 

Who died, eternal life to bring,

And lives that death may die.
Crown Him the Lord of heaven,

Enthroned in worlds above;

Crown Him the King, to whom is given

The wondrous name of Love,

Crow Him with many crowns,

As thrones before Him fall,

Crown Him, ye kings with many crowns

For He is King of all!
20

DAMA YA YESU (x3)

Husafisha kabisa.

O the blood of Jesus (x3)

It washes white as snow.

21
DRAW ME CLOSER, Lord,
Draw me closer, dear Lord,

So that I might touch You,

So that I might touch You,
Lord, I want to touch You.
Touch my eyes, Lord,
Touch my eyes, dear Lord,

So that I might see You,

So that I might see You,

Lord, I want to see You.
Your glory and Your love,

Your glory and Your love,

Your glory and Your love,

And Your majesty.
22
EXALT THE LORD OUR GOD,

Exalt the Lord our God,

And worship at His footstool,

Worship at His footstool

Holy is He, holy is He.
23
FATHER WE ADORE YOU/

PADRE TE ADORO (Spanish )

Father we adore you

Lay our lives before You

How we love You.

Jesus, we adore You…
Spirit, we adore You…
Padre te adoro,

Mi vida yo te ofrezco,

Cuanto te amo.
Jesus, te adoro...
Espiritu , te adoro...

24
FOR I’M BUILDING A PEOPLE OF POWER,

And I’m making a people of praise

That will move through this land by My Spirit,

And will glorify My precious name.

Build Your church, Lord,

Make us strong, Lord

Join our hearts, Lord, through Your Son.

Make us one, Lord,

In Your Body,

In the kingdom of Your Son.

25
FOR THOU O LORD/

SOBRE LA TIERRA (Spanish)

For Thou O Lord art high above all the earth,

Thou art exalted far above all gods,

For Thou O Lord art high above all the earth,
Thou art exalted far above all gods.

I exalt Thee, I exalt Thee,

I exalt Thee, O Lord,

I exalt Thee, I exalt Thee,

I exalt Thee, O Lord.
Sobre la tierra tú eres el Señor,

Y exaltado sobre todo dios

Sobre la tierra tú eres el Señor,

Y exaltado sobre todo dios,

Te exalto, te exalto,

Te exalto oh Señor,

Te exalto, te exalto,

Te exalto oh Señor.

26

GOD IS SO GOOD/

MANCHI DEVUDU (Telegu )

God is so good (x3)

He’s so good to me.
Manchi devudu (x3)

Manchi devudu naku.

….so good to you

….devudu neeku.
….so good to us

….devudu manku.
27

GREAT IS THE LORD

And most worthy of praise,

The city of our God, the holy place,

The joy of the whole earth.

Great is the Lord

In whom we have the victory,

He aids us against the enemy,

We bow down on our knees.

And Lord, we want to lift Your name on high,

And Lord, we want to thank You,

For the works You’ve done in our lives;

And Lord, we trust in Your unfailing love,

For You alone are God eternal,

Throughout earth and heaven above.

28

HAKUNA MUNGU KAMA WEWE

( Kiswaheli )

Hakuna Mungu kama wewe

Hakuna-kama wewe

Hakuma Mungu kama wewe

Hakuma Mungu kama wewe,

( There is no God like You… )

Hakuna upendo kama wewe…

(There in no love like Your love...)
Hakuna ushindi kama wewe…

(There is no victory …)
Hukuna neema kama wewe…

(There is no power …)
Hakuna neema kama wewe….

(There is no grace ….)
Hakuna mwokozi kama wewe…

(There is no Savior…)

29

HE IS LORD/ EL SENOR ( Spanish )

HE IS LORD, He is Lord,

He is risen from the dead

And He is Lord.

Every knee shall bow,

Every tongue confess

That Jesus Christ is Lord.

El Señor, es el Señor,

Resucitado de la muerte

Es el Señor

Toda rodilla se doblará,

Jesucristo es el Señor.

30

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, 

LORD GOD ALMIGHTY!

Early in the morning

Our song shall rise to Thee:

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.
Holy, holy, holy!

All the saints adore Thee,

Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea;

Cherubim and seraphim

Falling down before Thee,

Who were, and are,

And evermore shall be.

Holy, holy, holy!

Though the darkness hide Thee,

Though the eye of sinful man

Thy glory may not see;

Only Thou art holy,

There is none beside thee,

Perfect in power,

In love and purity.
Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God Almighty!

All Thy works shall praise Thy name

In earth, and sky, and sea;

Holy, holy, holy,

Merciful and mighty,

God in three Persons,

Blessed Trinity!
31

HOW GREAT ARE YOU, LORD,

How great is Your mercy,

How great are the things

That You have done for me.
How great are You, Lord,

Your loving kindness

Is filling my heart as I sing,

How great are You, Lord.

How great is Your love,

It reaches to the heavens;

How great is the heart

That sought and rescued me.

32

HOW LOVELY ON THE MOUNTAINS 
Are the feet of Him

Who brings good news, good news,

Proclaiming peace,

Announcing news of happiness,

Our God reigns, our God reigns.

Our God reigns, our God reigns,

Our God reigns, our God reigns.
You watchmen

Lift your voices joyfully as one,

Shout for your King, your King,

See eye to eye the Lord restoring Zion:

Your God reigns, your God reigns!

Waste places of Jerusalem

Break forth with joy,

We are redeemed, redeemed.

The Lord has saved

And comforted His people:

Your God reigns, your God reigns!

Ends of the earth,

See the salvation of your God,

Jesus is Lord, is Lord

Before the nations

He has bared His holy arm:

Your God reigns, your God reigns!

33

I BELIEVE IN JESUS,

I believe He is the Son of God

I believe He died and rose again

I believe He paid for us all

And I believe He is here now

Standing in our midst

Here with the power to heal now

And the grace to forgive.
I believe in You, Lord,

I believe You are the Son of God

I believe You died and rose again

I believe You paid for us all

And I believe You are here now

Standing in our midst

Here with the power to heal now

And the grace to forgive.
34

I BOW MY KNEE

Before your throne

I know my life is not my own

I offer up a song of praise

To bring you pleasure, Lord

I seek the giver

Not the gift

My one desire is to lift

You high above all earthly things

To bring you pleasure, Lord.
Hallelujah, Hallelujah

Glory to the King

Hallelujah, Hallelujah,

Glory to the King.
35

I LOVE YOU LORD and I lift my voice

To worship You, O my soul rejoice

Take Joy, my King, in what You hear

Let it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.

36

I’M FORGIVEN

Because you were forsaken

I’m accepted

You were condemned

I’m alive and well

Your Spirit is within me

Because You died and rose again.
Amazing love, how can it be

That You, my King would die for me?

Amazing love, I know it’s true

It’s my joy to honor You

In all I do I honor You.
( tag )

You are my King

You are my King

Jesus, You are King

Jesus, You are my King.
37

IN CHRIST ALONE MY HOPE IS FOUND

He is my light, my strength, my song

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm

What heights of love, what depths of peace

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!

My Comforter, my All in All,

Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! – Who took on flesh

Fullness of God in helpless babe!

This gift of love and righteousness

Scorned by the ones He came to save

Till on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay

Light of the world by darkness slain

Then bursting forth in glorious day

Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory

Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,

For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
No guilt in life, no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me

From life’s first cry to final breath

Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of men

Can ever pluck me from His hand

Till He returns or calls me home

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.
38

I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY,

I have heard my people’s cry

All who dwell in dark and sin

My hand will save.

I, Who made the stars of night,

I will make their darkness bright,

Who will bear my light to them?

Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord, is it I, Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night,

I will go, Lord, if you lead me,

I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain,

I have borne my people’s pain,

I have wept for love of them

They turn away,

I will break their hearts of stone,

Give them hearts for love alone,

I will speak my word to them

Whom shall I send?

I, the Lord of wind and flame,

I will tend the poor and lame,

I will set a feast for them,

My hand will save,

Finest bread I will provide

Till their hearts be satisfied,

I will give my life to them,

Whom shall I send?
39

I WILL OFFER UP MY LIFE

In Spirit and true,

Pouring out the oil of love

As my worship to You,

In surrender I must give my every part:

Lord, receive the sacrifice

Of a broken heart.
Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring

To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King?

Savior, what can be said, what can be sung

As a praise of Your name

For the things You have done?

Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part,

Of the debt of love that is owed

By this thankful heart.

Your deserve my every breath

For You’ve paid the great cost:

Giving up Your life to death,

Even death on a cross,

You took all my shame away,

There defeated my sin,

Opened up the gates of heaven,

And have beckoned me in.
40

JABULANI AFRIKA

Jesus’ life and hope to heal our land,

Savior reaching out

With Your mighty hand.
Sing for joy, O Africa,

The Lord your God is risen among you

Sing for joy, O Africa,

The Lord your God is risen among you now!

Jabulani Jabulani, Africa – (echo )

Jabulani Jabulani, Africa – (echo )

Jesus, river of life to our thirsty land,

Savior, meeting our needs

With Your mighty hand.

41

JESUS, ALL FOR JESUS;

All I am and have and ever hope to be,

Jesus, all for Jesus;

All I am and have and ever hope to be.

All of my ambitions, hopes and plans,

I surrender these into Your hands,

All of my ambitions, hopes and plans,

I surrender these into Your hands.

For it’s only in Your will that I am free,

For it’s only in Your will that I am free,

Jesus, all for Jesus;

All I am and have and ever hope to be.

42

JESUS, BE THE CENTRE

Be my source, be my light

Jesus.
Jesus, be the centre

Be my hope, be my song

Jesus.
Be the fire in my heart

Be the wind in these sails

Be the reason that I live

Jesus.
Jesus, be my vision

Be my path, be my guide

Jesus.
43

JESUS IS THE NAME WE HONOR;

Jesus is the name we praise,

Majestic Name above all other names,

The highest heaven and earth proclaim

That Jesus is our God.
We will glorify, we will lift Him high,

We will give Him honor and praise,

We will glorify, we will lift Him high,

We will give Him honor and praise.

Jesus is the name we worship;

Jesus is the name we trust,

He is the King above all other kings,

Let all creation stand and sing

That Jesus is our God.

Jesus is the Father’s splendor;

Jesus is the Father’s joy,

He will return to reign in majesty,

And every eye at last shall see

That Jesus is our God.
44

JESUS, JESUS,

Holy and anointed One, Jesus,

Jesus, Jesus,

Risen and exalted One, Jesus.
Your name in like honey on my lips,

Your Spirit like water to my soul,

Your word is a lamp unto my feet;

Jesus I love You, I love You.
45

JESUS, KING OF KINGS,

We worship and adore You,

Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth,

We bow down at Your feet,

Father, we bring to You our worship;

Your sovereign will be done,

On earth Your kingdom come,

Through Jesus Christ, Your only Son.
Jesus, Sovereign Lord,

We worship and adore you,
Jesus, name above all names,

We bow down at Your feet,

Father, we offer You our worship;

Your sovereign will be done,

On earth Your kingdom come,

Through Jesus Christ, Your only Son.
Jesus, Light of the world,

We worship and adore You,

Jesus, Lord Emmanuel,

We bow down at Your feet,

Father, for Your delight we worship;

Your sovereign will be done,

On earth Your kingdom come,

Through Jesus Christ, Your only Son.

46

JESUS, WE ENTHRONE YOU,

We proclaim You our King,

Standing here in the midst of us,

We raise You up with our praise,

And as we worship, build a throne,

And as we worship, build a throne,

And as we worship, build a throne,

Come, Lord Jesus, and take Your place.

47

KING OF KINGS, MAJESTY,

God of heaven living in me,

Gentle Savior, closest Friend,

Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End;

All within me falls at Your throne,

Your majesty, I can but bow

I lay my all before you now

In royal robes I don’t deserve,

I live to serve Your majesty.
Earth and heaven worship You,

Love eternal, faithful and true,

Who bought the nations, ransomed souls,

Brought this sinner near to Your throne;

All within me cries out in praise.

48

LIFT HIGH THE CROSS,

The love of Christ proclaim

Till all the world

Adore His sacred Name.
Led on their way by this triumphant sign,

The Hosts of God in

Conquering ranks combine.
Each newborn servant of the Crucified

Bears on the brow

The seal of Him who died.
So shall our song of triumph ever be;

Praise to the Crucified

For victory.
49

LORD, I COME BEFORE YOUR THRONE OF GRACE;

I find rest in Your presence

And fullness of joy,

In worship and wonder

I behold Your face,

Singing what a faithful God have I.
What a faithful God have I,

What a faithful God

What a faithful God have I,

Faithful in every way.
Lord of mercy, You have heard my cry;

Through the storm You’re the beacon,

My song in the night,

In the shelter of Your wings,

Hear my heart’s reply,

Singing what a faithful God have I,

Lord all sovereign, granting peace from

Heaven.
Let me comfort those who suffer

With the comfort You have given,

I will tell of Your great love for as long as I live,

Singing what a faithful God have I.

50

LORD, I COME TO YOU,

Let my heart be changed, renewed,

Flowing from the grace

That I found in You,

And Lord, I’ve come to know

The weaknesses I see in me

Will be stripped away

By the power of Your love.
Hold me close,

Let Your love surround me,

Bring me near, draw me to Your side,

And as I wait

I’ll rise up like the eagle

And I will soar with You,

Your Spirit leads me on

In the power of Your love.
Lord, unveil my eyes,

Let me see You face to face,

The knowledge of Your love

As You live in me,

Lord, renew my mind

As Your will unfolds in my life,

In living every day

By the power of Your love.
51

LORD, THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE is shining,

In the midst of the darkness, shining;

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us,

Set us free by the truth You now bring us,

Shine on me, shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine,

Fill this land with the Father’s glory;

Blaze, Spirit, blaze,

Set our hearts on fire,

Flow, river, flow,

Flood the nations with grace and mercy;

Send forth Your Word, Lord,

And let there be light.

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,

From the shadows into Your radiance;

By the blood I may enter Your brightness,

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness,

Shine on me, shine on me.
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness

So our faces display Your likeness,

Ever changing from glory to glory,

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story ,

Shine on me, shine on me.

52

MAJESTAD (Spanish ) MAJESTY

Majestad, adorad su Majestad,

A Jesus sea Gloria, honra y loor

Majestad, reino y autoridad,

Fluyen del trono hacia su pueblo,

A El cantad,

Exaltad y proclamad el nombre de Cristo,

Magnificad, glorificad a Cristo el Rey,

Majestad, adorad su Majestad,

Jesus quien murio y se glorifico,

De Reyes es Rey,

Majesty, worship His Majesty,

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise,

Majesty, kingdom authority,

Flow from His throne unto His own,

His anthem raise.
So exalt, lift up on high,

The name of Jesus,

Magnify, come glorify

Christ Jesus the King,

Majesty, worship His majesty,

Jesus who died, now glorified,

King of all kings.

53

MAKE US A HOUSE OF PRAYER

That we might meet you there

On behalf of the nations to a dying generation

Make us a house of prayer

And, Lord, teach us to pray unceasingly night and day

Make our intercession for You a mighty weapon

O Lord teach us to pray.

54

MASITHI AMEN

Ma-si-thi A-men, Si-ya-ku-du-mi-sa,

Ma-si-thi A-men, Si-ya-ku-du-mi-sa,

Ma-si-thi A-men, Ba-wo,

A-men Ba-wo,

A-men si-ya-ku-du-mi-sa. (x2)

A-re-re A-men, Re-a-o-ru-ri-sa,

A-re-re A-men, Re-a-o-ru-ri-sa,

A-re-re A-men Ta-te,

A-men Ta-te,

A-men, Re-a-o-ru-ri-sa.

55

MAY WE BE A SHINING LIGHT

To the nations,

A shining light

To the people of the earth;

Till the whole world sees

The glory of Your name,

May Your pure light shine through us.
May we bring a word of hope

To the nations,

A word of life

To the peoples of the earth;

Till the whole world knows

There’s salvation through Your name,

May Your mercy flow through us.
May we be a healing balm

To the nations,

A healing balm

To the peoples of the earth;

Till the whole world knows

The power of Your name,

May Your healing flow through us,

May we sing a song of joy

To the nations,

A song of praise

To the peoples of the earth;

Till the whole world rings

With the praises of Your name,

May Your song be sung through us.
May Your kingdom come

To the nations,

Your will be done

In the peoples of the earth,
Till the whole world knows

That Jesus Christ is Lord,

May Your kingdom come in us,

May Your kingdom come in us,

May Your kingdom come on earth.

56

MEN OF FAITH, rise up and sing

Of the great and glorious King;

You are strong when you feel weak,

In your brokenness complete.

Shout to the north and the south,

Sing to the east and the west;

Jesus is Savior to all,

Lord of heaven and earth.
(last time) Lord of heaven and earth,

Lord of heaven and earth,

Lord of heaven and earth.
Rise up women of the truth,

Stand and sing to broken hearts,

Who can know the healing power

Or our glorious King of love.
We’ve been through fire,

We’ve been through rain,

We’ve been refined

By the power of His name

We’ve fallen deeper in love with You,

You’ve burned the truth on our lips.
Rise up church with broken wings;

Fill this place with songs again,

Of our God who reigns on high;

By His grace again we’ll fly.

57

MERCY AND GRACE ARE MINE

Forgiven is my sin

Jesus my only hope

The Savior of the world

“Great is the Lord” we cry

God let Your Kingdom come

Your word has let me see

Thank you for saving me.
58

MORE LOVE, MORE POWER/

AMOR, PODER (Spanish)

MORE LOVE (more love)

MORE POWER (more power)

More of You in my life,

More love (more love)

More power (more power)

More of You in my life.

And I will worship You

With all my heart,

And I will worship You

With all of my mind,

And I will worship You

With all my strength,

For You are my Lord.
(last time) And I will seek Your face

With all of my heart,

And I will seek Your face

With all my mind,

And I will seek Your face

With all my strength,

For You are my Lord,

You are my Lord.

Amor, Poder,

Mas de ti en mi mer.

Amor, Poder,

Mas de ti en mi mer.

Yo te adorare con el corazón,

Y te adorare con todo mi ser,

Y te adorare con todas mis fuerzas,

Pues Tú eres mi Dios.

59

MY HEART WILL SING TO YOU

Because of Your great love

A love so rich so pure, a love beyond compare 

The wilderness, the barren place

Becomes a blessing in the warmth of Your embrace.
When earthly wisdom dims the light of knowing You,

Or if my search for understanding clouds the way,

To You I’ll fly, my hiding place

Where revelation is beholding face to face.
May my heart sing Your praise forever

May my voice lift Your name my God

May my soul know no other treasure

Than Your love, than Your love.

60

MY JESUS, MY SAVIOUR,

Lord, there is none like You,

All of my days I want to praise,

The wonders of Your mighty love,

My comfort, my shelter,

Tower of refuge and strength,

Let every breath, all that I am,

Never cease to worship You.

Shout to the Lord all the earth, let us sing

Power and majesty, praise to the King,

Mountains bow down

And the seas will roar

At the sound of Your name,

I sing for joy at the work of Your hands,

Forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.
61

MY LIFE IS IN YOU, LORD

My strength is in You, Lord,

My hope is in You, Lord,

In You, it’s in You.  (Repeat )

(Last time) in You.
I will praise You with all of my life;

I will praise You with all of my strength,

With all of my life,

With all of my strength;

All of my hope is in You.

62

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING,

My dear Redeemer’s praise,

The glories of my God and King,

The triumphs of His grace.
My gracious Master and my God,

Assist me to proclaim

And spread through all the earth

The honors of Thy name.
Jesus! The Name that charms our fears
And bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
‘Tis life and health and peace.
He speaks; and listening to His voice,

New life the dead receive,

The mournful hearts rejoice,

The humble poor believe.
Glory to God and praise and love

Be now and ever given

By saints below and saints above,

The church in earth and heaven.

63

O KNEEL ME DOWN AGAIN,

Here at Your feet;

Show me how much You love humility,

O Spirit, be the star that leads me to,

The humble heart of love I see in You,

You are the God of the broken,

The friend of the weak;

You are the feet of the weary,

Embrace the ones in need,

I want to be like You, Jesus,

To have this heart in me,

You are the God of the humble,

You are the humble King.

64

O LORD MY GOD

When I in awesome wonder

Consider all the works

Thy hands hath made,

I see the stars,

I hear the mighty thunder,

Thy power throughout

The universe displayed;

Then sings my soul,

My Savior God to Thee,

How great Thou art!

How great Thou art!

Then sings my soul,

My Savior God, to Thee,

How great Thou art!

How great Thou art!

When through the woods

And forest glades I wander

And hear the birds

Sing sweetly in the trees;

When I look down

From lofty mountain grandeur,

And hear the brook,

And feel the gentle breeze;

And when I think

That God His Son not sparing,

Sent Him to die
I scarce can take it in,

That on the cross

My burden gladly bearing,

He bled and died

To take away my sin;

When Christ shall come

With shout of acclamation

And take me home
What joy shall fill my heart!

Then shall I bow

In humble adoration

And there proclaim,

My God, how great Thou art!

65

OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART LORD,

Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You, I want to see You.
(Repeat )

To see You high and lifted up,

Shining in the light of Your glory,

Pour out Your power and love,

As we sing, holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy,

Holy, holy, holy,

Holy, holy, holy,

I want to see You.

66

PRECIOUS LAMB

Holy, full of glory

Lovely, we adore Thee

Jesus, Jesus.
Precious Lamb of God

Beautiful, bright and morning star

Wonderful, Prince of Peace You are

Jesus, Jesus

Precious Lamb of God.
Worthy, worthy, worth is the Lamb

The Alpha and Omega

The great I am.
(Repeat )

67

PURIFY MY HEART,

Let me be as gold

And precious silver,

Purify my heart,

Let me be as gold,

Pure gold.
Refiner’s fire,

My heart’s one desire

It is to be holy,

Set apart for You, Lord,

I choose to be holy,

Set apart for You, my Master,

Ready to do Your will.
Purify my heart,

Cleanse me from within

And make me holy,

Purify my heart,

Cleanse me from my sin,

Deep within.

68

ROCK OF AGES, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From Thy riven side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure,

Cleanse me from its guilt and power.
Not the labor of my hands,

Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;

Could my zeal no respite know,

Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,

Simply to Thy cross I cling;

Naked, come to Thee for dress;

Helpless, look to Thee for grace;

Foul, I to the fountain fly,

Wash me Savior, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath,

When mine eye shall close in death

When I soar to worlds unknown,

See Thee on Thy judgment throne,

Rock of ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.

69

SALVATION BELONGS TO OUR GOD,

Who sits on the throne,

And to the Lamb,

Praise and glory, wisdom and thanks,

Honor and power and strength;

Be to our God forever and ever,

Be to our God forever and ever,

Be to our God forever and ever,

Amen.

And we, the redeemed shall be strong

In purpose and unity,

Declaring aloud,

Praise and glory, wisdom and thanks,

Honor and power and strength;

70

SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD/

ESPIRITU DEL TRINO DIOS

(Spanish)

Spirit of the living God,

Fall afresh on me

Spirit of the living God,

Fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me;
Spirit of the living God,

Fall afresh on me,

Espiritu del trino Dios,

Ven sobre mi,

Espiritu del trino Dios

Ven sobre mi.
Quebrantame, moldeame, renuevame,

Llename,

Espiritu del trino Dios,

Ven sobre mi.
71

TAKE US TO THE RIVER

Take us there in unity to sing

A song of Your salvation,

To win this generation for our King

A song of Your forgiveness,

For it is with grace that river flows

Take us to the river,

In the city of our God.

Take us to Your throne room,

And give us ears to hear the cry of heaven,

For that cry is mercy

Mercy to the fallen sons of men.
Mercy it has triumphed,

Triumphed over judgment by Your blood,

Take us to the throne room,

In the city of our God.
The Spirit of the sovereign Lord

Is upon us,

This is the year of the Lord,

(Repeat )

Take us to the mountain,

Lift us in the shadow of Your hand,

Is this Your mighty angel,

Who stands astride the ocean and the land?
In his hand Your mercy

Showers o’er a dry and barren place

Take us to the mountain,

In the city of our God.
The Spirit of the sovereign Lord

Is upon us

This is the year of the Lord.
(Repeat )
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THANK YOU FOR SAVING ME,

What can I say

You are my everything

I will sing Your praise.
You shed Your blood for me

What can I say

You took my sin and shame

A sinner called by name.
Great is the Lord

Great is the Lord

For we know Your truth has set us free

You’ve set Your hope in me.
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THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD 

I’ll not want

He makes me lie in pastures green

He leads me by the still, still waters

His goodness restores my soul.
Chorus

And I will trust in You alone

And I will trust in You alone

For Your endless mercy follows me

Your goodness will lead me home.
He guides my ways in righteousness

And He anoints my head with oil

And my cup it overflows with joy

I feast in His pure delights.
And though I walk the darkest path

I will not fear the evil one

For You are with me and Your rod and staff

Are the comfort I need to know.
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THERE’S A LOT OF PAIN,

But a lot more healing

There’s a lot of trouble,

But a lot more peace

There’s a lot of hate,

But a lot more loving,

There’s a lot of sin,

But a lot more grace!

O outrageous grace!

O outrageous grace!

Love unfurled by heaven’s hand

O outrageous grace!

O outrageous grace!

Through my Jesus I can stand.
There’s a lot of fear,

But a lot more freedom

There’s a lot of darkness,

But a lot more light,

There’s a lot of cloud,

But a lot more vision

There’s a lot of perishing,

But a lot more life.
There’s an enemy

That seeks to kill what it can’t control

He twists and turns

Making mountains out of molehills

But I will call on the Lord

Who is worthy of praise

I run to Him and I am saved.
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THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU

No one else can touch my heart like You do

I could search for all eternity and find 
There is none like You.
Your mercy flows like a river wide

And healing comes from Your hands

Suffering children are safe in Your arms

There in none like You.
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THESE ARE THE DAYS OF ELIJAH,

Declaring the word of the Lord;

And these are the days of Your servant Moses,

Righteousness being restored,

And though these are days of great trial,

Of famine and darkness and sword,

Still, we are a voice in the desert crying

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”

Behold He comes riding on the clouds,

Shining like the sun at the trumpet call;

Lift your voice; it’s the year of jubilee,

Out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.
These are the days of Ezekiel,

The dry bones becoming as flesh;

And these are the days of Your servant David,

Rebuilding the temple of praise,

There are the days of the harvest,

The fields are as white in the world,

And we are the laborers in the vineyard

Declaring the Word of the Lord.
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THINE BE THE GLORY,

Risen, conquering Son,

Endless in the victory

Thou o’er death hast won,

Angels in bright raiment

Rolled the stone away,

Kept the folded grave-clothes,

Where Thy body lay,

Thine be the glory,

Risen, conquering Son;

Endless is the victory

Thou o’er death hast won!

Lo, Jesus meets us,

Risen from the tomb!

Lovingly He greets us,

Scatters fear and gloom,

Let the church with gladness,

Hymns of triumph sing,

For her Lord now liveth,

Death hath lost its sting,

No more we doubt Thee,

Glorious Prince of life;

Life is naught without Thee;

Aid us in our strife;

Make us more than conquerors,

Through Thy deathless love;

Lead us in Thy triumph

To Thy home above.
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THOU ART WORTHY, great Jehovah

Thou art worthy, mighty God,

Thou art worthy, Abba Father,

Thou art worthy, Lamb of God.

You are……….

Karen Eagan © 1980 Integrity’s Hosanna 
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COUNTRY OVERVIEW:  BELARUS

Location:  Eastern Europe, east of Poland
Comparative Size:  Slightly smaller than Kansas
Climate:  Cold winters, cool and moist summers; transitional between continental and maritime

Terrain:  Generally flat and contains much marshland
Geography:  Landlocked; glacial scouring accounts for the flatness of Belarusian terrain and for its 11,000 lakes

Population:  10,322,151
Median Age:  36.7 years

Life Expectancy:  68.43 years
Ethnic Groups:  Belarusian, Russian, Polish, Ukrainian, other

Religions:  Eastern Orthodox 80%, other (including Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, and Muslim) 20%
Languages:  Belarusian, Russian, other

Literacy:  99.6%
Government Type:  Republic
Capital:  Minsk

Chief of State:  President Aleksandr Lukashenko
GDP, per capita:  $8,200
Labor Force-by occupation:  industry/construction, agri./forestry, services                                                                       

Population below Poverty Line:  22%

CIA Belarus, 2010
COUNTRY OVERVIEW:  HONDURAS
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Location:  Central America, bordering the Caribbean Sea, between Guatemala and Nicaragua and bordering the Gulf of Fonseca (N. Pacific Ocean), between El Salvador and Nicaragua

Comparative Size:  Slightly larger than Tennessee, 112,090 sq. km.

Climate:  Subtropical in lowlands, temperate in mountains
Terrain:  Mostly mountains in interior, narrow coastal plains

Geography:  Has only a short Pacific coast but a long Caribbean shoreline including the virtually uninhabited eastern Mosquito Coast
Population:  7,989,415
Median Age:  20.7 years
Life Expectancy:  70.51 years

Ethnic Groups:  Mestizo (mixed Amerindian and European), Amerindian, black, white
Religions:  Roman Catholic 97%, Protestant 3%

Languages:  Spanish, Amerindian dialects
Literacy:  80%

Government Type:  Democratic constitutional republic
Capital:  Tegucigalpa

Chief of State:  President Porfirio Lobo Sosa
GDP, per capita:  $4,200
Labor Force – by occupation:  agri. 39.2%, services 39.8%, industry 20.9%

Population below poverty line:  53%                       CIA Honduras, 2010
COUNTRY OVERVIEW:  LIBERIA
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Location:  W. Africa, on Atlantic Ocean, between south of Sierra Leone
Comparative size:  slightly larger than Tennessee
Climate:  tropical; hot, humid; dry winters with hot days and cool to cold nights; wet, cloudy summers with frequent heavy showers
Terrain:  mostly flat to rolling coastal plains rising to rolling plateau and low mountains in northeast
Geography:  facing the Atlantic Ocean, the coastline is characterized by lagoons, swamps, and sandbars; inland plateau supports limited agri. 
Population:  3,685,076
Median age:  18.4 years

Life expectancy:  56.58 years

Ethnic groups:  indigenous African 95%, Americo-Liberians 2.5% (US slave descendants), Congo People 2.5% (Caribbean slave descendants)
Religions:  Christian 40%, Muslim 20%, indigenous beliefs 40%
Languages:  English 20% (official), some 20 ethnic group languages
Literacy:  57.5%

Government type:  Republic

Capital:  Monrovia

Chief of State:  President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

GDP, per capita:  $500

Labor Force – agri. 70%, industry 8%, services 22% 
Population below poverty line:  80%

CIA Liberia, 2010
COUNTRY OVERVIEW:  MEXICO 
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Location:  Middle America, bordering the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico, between Belize and the US and bordering the N. Pacific Ocean, between Guatemala and the US
Comparative Size:  Slightly less than three times the size of Texas
Climate:  Varies from tropical to desert

Terrain:  High, rugged mountains; low coastal plains; high plateaus; desert
Geography:  Strategic location on southern border of US; corn (maize), one of the world’s major grain crops, is thought to have originated in Mexico

Population:  112,468,855
Median Age:  26.7 years
Life Expectancy:  76.26 years
Ethnic Groups:  Mestizo (Amerindian-Spanish), Amerindian or predominantly Amerindian, white, other
Religions:  Nominally Roman Catholic 76.5%, Protestant 6.3%, other 17.2%
Languages:  Spanish, various indigenous languages
Literacy:  91%
Government Type:  Federal republic
Capital:  Mexico City
Chief of State:  President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa
GDP, per capita:  $13,500
Labor Force-by occupation:  services 62.9%, industry 23.4%, agriculture 13.7%
Population below Poverty Line:  18.2%    


CIA Mexico, 2010
COUNTRY OVERVIEW:  RUSSIA
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Location:  N. Asia, bordering the Arctic Ocean, between Europe and the North Pacific Ocean
Comparative Size:  Approximately 1.8 times the size of the US

Climate:  Ranges from steppes in the south through humid continental in much of European Russia; sub arctic in Siberia to tundra climate in the polar north; winters vary from cool along Black Sea coast to frigid in Siberia; summers vary from warm in the steppes to cool along Arctic coast
Terrain:  Broad plain with low hills west of Urals; vast forest and tundra in Siberia; uplands and mountains along southern border regions

Geography:  Largest country in the world in terms of area but unfavorably located in relation to major sea lanes of the world; despite its size, much of the country lacks proper soils and climates (either too cold or too dry) for agriculture; Mt. El’brus is Europe’s tallest peak
Population:  139,390,205
Median Age:  38.5 years
Life Expectancy:  66.16 years

Ethnic Groups:  Russian, Tatar, Ukrainian, Bashkir, Chuvash, other
Religions:  Russian Orth. 15-20%, Muslim 10-15%, other Christian 2%

Languages:  Russian, many minority languages
Literacy:  99.4%

Government Type:  Federation
Capital:  Moscow

Chief of State:  President Dmitriy Medvedev
GDP, per capita:  $15,100

Labor Force – by occupation: services 58.1%, industry 31.9%, agri. 10%

Population below Poverty Line:  15.8%                         
 CIA Russia, 2010
COUNTRY OVERVIEW:  UGANDA
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Location:  Eastern Africa, west of Kenya
Comparative size:  Slightly smaller than Oregon, 236,040 sq. km.

Climate:  Tropical, generally rainy with two dry seasons

Terrain:  Mostly plateau with rim of mountains

Geography:  landlocked, fertile, well-watered with lakes, rivers

Population:  33,398,682
Median age:  15 years

Life expectancy:  52.98 years

Ethnic groups:  Baganda, Banyakole, Basoga, Bakiga, Iteso, Langi,  Acholi, Bagisu, Lugbara, Bunyoro, Alur, other
Religions:  Roman Catholic 41.9%, Protestant 42%, Muslim 12.1%, other 4%
Languages:  English, Ganda or Luganda, Niger-Congo languages, other

Literacy:  66.8%

Government type:  Republic

Capital:  Kampala

Chief of State:  President Lt. Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni

GDP, per capita:  $1,300

Labor Force – by occupation:  agri. 82%, services 13%, industry 5%
Population below poverty line:  35%



CIA Uganda, 2010

DAILY JOURNAL THOUGHTS 
Date______________  Location_____________________
The basic thought of my quiet time today was ___________
In what particular ways did I serve Jesus Christ today:

What incident(s) brought me an awareness of Christ’s presence? _______________________________________

How did I manifest/fail to manifest gratitude?_____________

Was the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control) evident in my attitude/words/conduct?  If not, how did I fall short, and will I accept God’s grace to change? __________

This was my most fulfilling/happy/funny experience today:

This was my most frustrating/difficult/stupid experience today:  __________________________________________

What can I learn from this?  __________________________

Here are the interesting people I met today: _____________

Specific observations made today about:

Myself___________________________________________

Missionaries______________________________________

Nationals_________________________________________

What progress have I made toward my goal for the mission trip? ____________________________________________

I Corinthians 10:31 says, “…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  Was this true of me today? ______________

Tomorrow, with God’s help, I will work on _______________
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This was my most fulfilling/happy/funny experience today:

This was my most frustrating/difficult/stupid experience today:  __________________________________________

What can I learn from this?  __________________________
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Tomorrow, with God’s help, I will work on _______________
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This was my most frustrating/difficult/stupid experience today:  __________________________________________

What can I learn from this?  __________________________

Here are the interesting people I met today: _____________

Specific observations made today about:

Myself___________________________________________

Missionaries______________________________________

Nationals_________________________________________

What progress have I made toward my goal for the mission trip? ____________________________________________

I Corinthians 10:31 says, “…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  Was this true of me today? ______________

Tomorrow, with God’s help, I will work on _______________
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