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Women's Ministries

The mission of this
organization shall be
to foster active
communication,
spiritual enrichment
and education among
the women of the
Episcopal Church
with Christ as the
center.
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LETTER FROM QDRNRE

cgoal Diocese of West Texas

Dear Sisters in Christ, uganda or gave him away withIn fact yesterday would have _
my household goods. In been better. From the Editor
| trust that you are doing well Uganda | relied on God for " .
and many of you, like me, are . At the Spring Gathering | had Wow.  This year is
everything and 1 knew he Wasspiritual direction from Lera  already one half over.

still processing the information ith ¢ all ti | felt hi ea( na
imparted to us at the Spring W' M€ at atimes. TIeL S 1y o the C o hhia iis yegyi diffieuls $o

Womends Gat he rbresenceandsaw himworking Chaplain. She told me to wait, ~ believe, but here we
good to see those of you who through others and me. | was stop looking for God as an  are beginning July. |
attended and those of you that living in a state of Grace and emotional response. She said hope each and every

were unable to make it were knew it. this was a time for deepening one of you is having a
missed. my faith. She also said to look  blessed summer and is
Returning home | saw the for God in the unexpected looking forward to

Let the words of my mouth ar ' nd to watch birds. She sug- our time together in
the mediations of r):"ly heart bwastefulnesg, selfishness E.mcgeSted that 1 readWhen the October.
acceptable to you, O Lord, p sense of entitlement of Ameri- oot Waitdy Sue Monk Kidd
rock and my redeemePsalm Cans and became angry at(which blew my socks off). So  You will find this issue
19:14 mankind. | went through the my direction is to listen and  chock full of suggestions

motions of attending church, watch and hear and see. Darn for reading, activities,
Since my return from Uganda praying and reading the Bible,t her ed8s that wa imeditgiaes, tamnd nugt agai n.
i?] 2009 II have be_en“ prayinlg but they were empty motions. glti'):t ITIEg(s)wt%attr;QE
:Sze:l_;sa ms especially Psarl felt alone and abandoned by will find something that

God. My dear friends told me h fills your hearts. E”.J'Og’ I
For God alone my soul waits |~ was having Logdafoeshdgnwagf "me to y
silence; from him comes nt he soul ¢ and 2ndgepend on afelt sensg af 5 Blessings to all of you.
salvation. wandering in the desert. They G0d- She said a dry spell is
He alone is my rock and mpointed out how Mother Grace being given. | certainly
salvation, my fortress; | sh Theresa spent much of her life never thought about it like
never be shaken. in the same state. None of that. Feeling alone is Grace??

Being in a dry spell is Grace??

During the Spring Gathering,
Sandy Marthi€asey said that

Inside this issue:

And Psalm 27:9 that made me feel any better. ° = Fall Gathering 2010 2
| knew what | had had with atex
Hear O Lord, when | cry alou God before and wanted it Currently, | am reading Reflections from Lera 2

be gracious to me and answ k NOW.
g back NO Ant hony De Me |

me!

Come my heart Those that know me besh Awareness: The Perils andCar |l ads Cor r3
face. o Your fknow that I & m Dppartendtiés. of Beahlitynahis

Do not hide your face frome. ~ waiting. I like action. pook he says to drop my  Spring Gathering 2011 3

Throughout my life friends and opinions and | will know the

| have been walking around in cIergyGha(ljve g'd trlr;e t% I‘é"ait truth. He says, we are SU- pr esi dent 8s 3 -t
the desert alone going through upon ©od. e Still, an nowr ounded by God )
th i f life. but not that | am GodPsalm 46:10. | ’

€ motions ot fité, but not 56 immediate gratificaton S € € God becaus ApoutUs 4

finding God. and want what | want when 11G6® | (continued on page 3)

forgot to pack God when I left want it which is_always now. _
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About the weekendé.

Entering the Dwelling Places of the Soul

Saint Teresa of Avila begins her great work of mysticism, The Interior Castle, with this image

It came to me that the soul is like a castle made exclusively of diamond or some other very G
this castle are a multitude of dwellings, just as in heaven there are many mansions. ...this cag
dwellings: some above, some below, others to either side. And the center is the most import:
them all where the most secret things unfold between the soul and her Beloved.

During our weekend, we will explore the maze of dwelling places along the path toward union withhe Rev. Suzanne
the Beloved. Each dwelling place is in itself a rich world to explore and inhabit, where gifts may be Guthrie
retrieved to give to one another and the church, even in the darkest nights of the soul.

About Suzanneéé.

Suzanne Guthrie and her husband Bill live with the sisters of The Community of the Holy Spirit (an Episco-
Eﬂfef/hg pal women's order of nuns) on an organic farm in Brewster, New York. Before coming to live with the
sisters, Suzanne served the church as a parish priest, a children's priest and Christian Education consultant,
l‘he a college and university chaplain. She is the auth@rafing the HoursandGrace's Window:Entering

. the Seasons of Prayer
Dwelling
/ Suzanne writes regularly for @huriidsetdi arne tGeenattudr yb aasn
P aces ing Sunday's propers on her websitevw.edgeofenclosure.or@guzanne has led retreats throughout the
Of fhe United States since 1979 when she led her first retr&atasons of the SailCamp Capers.
She is grateful to present the current version of that first retreat after over 30 years of presentation, in the
Sou/ sacred space of Camp Capers and with the women of the diocese who nurtured her first efforts.

REFLECTION FROHWABURN

Summertime. In terms of liturgical And all of this is a natural cycle of Aug 11 Clare, abbess of Assisi
timefit hat i s, t hfie  Gordives MBtsof couirsey ©rdinary
itds Ordinary Ti Tmedoes notnm@anithatee shoads Aug 15 St. Mary the Virgin,
December, we have passed through take a vacation from God or that Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, we should stop celebrating our
Easter, and Pentecost. These God 6 s presence e Septl7 Hidegard of Bingen
seasons, with their feasts and fasts, lives. In fact, it provides a nice
allow us to focus on specific opportunity to be more creative
messages and narratives centered with our celebrations. And for us
Mary Magdalene on the life, death, and resurrections women, there are several interest- How to go about making a celebra-
of Jesus and the founding of the ing chances to create our own, tion? This website provides links to
. Church. So are the fun and more homely, celebrations of the the appointed collect and lessons
C e I e b r a t I OnNn &Sﬁ/iés.over? Of course not, but women who have . for the feast: http//wwwm)com/
the oaft er Pentecost é_ season can ~kellywp/ ~ Another website that
often linked, especially in South Summertime feasts days are worth mjight inspire you with ideas is
Texas, with the long, hot summers. celebrating with your Christian  http://www.fullhomelydivinity.org/
A time when energy is lower. A sisters. Here are a few that caught
time to take a liturgical siesta. my attention for the months of July, |f you really are taken by the idea of

Christian education offerings are August, and September: home and family celebrations of

more limited. Vacations and visiting holy days, | also suggestolidays

friends and neighbors take us away July 22  Feast day of St. Mary and Holy Nights: Celebrating Twelve

from our more regular Sunday Magdalene Season Festivals of the Christian Year
Hildegard of Bingen attendance. by Christopher Hill.

July 29  Mary & Martha of
Bethany


http://www.io.com/~kellywp/
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/
http://www.fullhomelydivinity.org/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/
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Graceds Wi n d o w Praying the Houlsy Suzanne : h When the Heart Waits: Spiritual

Seasons of Prayby Suzanne Guthrie Direction for Lif ed
Guthrie o ) ) tionsby Sue Monk Kidd
Divided into the two sections
In a series of 40 meditations © OPraying i rcoming out of the well of her
covering  Advent through O Prayi ng In own journey and midlife ex-

Pentecost, Suzanne shows u Suzanne introduces her readers perience Sue Monk Kidd shares
that everyday life is the window t0 the ancient monastic tradi- ith her readers in a deeply
into Goddés gratlon of 0 h o Inlyulnerable and painfully honest
is wasted and everything is ¢ throughout the day by marking way her story of spiritual
lesson for the art of prayer. To the hours with prayer and transformation. The path she
Carla Pineda read this book is to walk with t hanksgi ving. 6 hastriedto lay outis grounded b 0 0 K
VP Programming her on the mystical path to an because it is in her personal in scripture, in centuries of
ever deepening awareness of €f l ecti onséof christan spiritual writing, con- T -
Wat ch this s p temesehce of thethalyrid tre &ife, Episcopal priest and temporary spiritual direction
readi ng r ec o muoayindnagoingoonalige. . (eacher that she shows us how ang developmental psychology.
to use the ordinary events of Through the weaving of these
ordinary days to sanctify time tnreads it is her hope that her
and place. readeros eyes wild.l
t he otransf od ming
journey we are all called to
make 6

UPCOMING GATHERKERS

Spring Gathering 2011 Books Dean of St. John's Ca-
. thedral

Apr|I 810 Get Over Yourself; God's Jacksonville : Florida :

Get acquainted by goingto  Here! United States

motherkate.blogspot.com Between Two Worlds:

Daily Readings for Advent

Organic God: Lenten
Meditations on the Words
of Jesus

6. . LETTER FROM MUR PRSI DENT

The Lord is the everlasting God,
- . L . _the creator of the ends of the
vision of God is my Godwai ting. Il 6m f i eBrgh. HeMoes not faint or grow
concept. | miss God because the moment and attempting to  As far as the bird watchingweary; his understanding is un-

think | know. He says tolet go of my concept and goes itds bee rfﬁ;r%ﬁ#e'gnidHci ré}:; hgg;\'e{hg\Ne

become happy with a momentopi ni ons. | recently bought a new homepowerless. Those who wait for
to moment contact with reality terrible at it, but | do know that a n d there ar e g tLorda§hgll rengwe their
strength, they shall mount up with
ASyings like eagles, they shall run
God and happiness. He says talo see glimpses of God in the a side note, it sure gets hot inand not be weary, they shall walk
be aware and live life momentunexpected. | still want the the desert (ha ha ha). Have aggd not faint. Isiah 40:2&9,
to moment. Life is the presente mot i onal r es p chlessed Grace filled summer. '
moment and t haprdyisg forhtetr desirecGtw e Hope to see you all at the FallFor His Sake,

is. removed. | must be coveredin Gat her i ng. I oIng be waiting.

He says the final barrier to the So here | am AGAIN practicing Grace (ha ha ha).

because t hat 6 sl 6wh esruer rlodiInild e d i around so birds are scarce.


http://www.stmarkspress.info/
http://www.stmarkspress.info/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012211
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012211
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012831
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012831
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012831
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=o&q=Episcopal+Priest%2C+Dean+of+St.+John%27s+Cathedral
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=o&q=Episcopal+Priest%2C+Dean+of+St.+John%27s+Cathedral
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=l&loc0=US&loc1=Florida&loc2=Jacksonville
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=l&loc0=US&loc1=Florida
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=l&loc0=US
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ComMMISSION FOR W OME NG S Your Commission Members
MINISTRIES
President Deborah Gardiner
Advisor Patricia Brooke
VP for Programming Carla Pineda
VP for Communications Jane Ahuero
Secretary Tracy Erickson
Treasurer Betty Graham
Chaplain Lera Tyler

Altar Guild Co representative Pat Donahue

Altar Guild Co representative Ellen Martin

UTO Representative Anna Marie Stevenson
Daughters of the King RepreskatativBuerr

Hispanic Ministries Representatieédo Robredo
Church Periodical Club RepreSstitatiReynosa
Womends Hi st oBysanBahmspne ct Repr e
Kairos Prison Ministry Represkotasiwdiayberry
Central Convocation RepresehiatigeHollingsworth
Eastern Convocation Representative

Northern Convocation Repres&ntetiidarie Stevenson
Northeastern Convocation Colefs ¢xattitative
Northeastern Convocation CoKetineSemtatve
Southern Convocation Co repbedsoraivienkins
Southern Convocation Co repgtsamyatieetin

Valley Convocation Represent@tnely Sulewski
Western Convocation Representative

Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

It is not easy to find us on the
Diocesan Website, but it can be done!

dwtx.org

Hover overDiocese L The IMISSIONof
SelectCommittees and Commissions thi At hall b
SelectCommi ssi on for omenos 15 organization snalf be
Ministries to foster active

communication,
spiritual enrichment and
education among the
women of the Episcopal

REQUIREMENT SBHERS NIPM Churchwith Ghrist as the

1 All members of the Commission shall be communicants in good standing of the Episcopal Church and resident in the
Diocese of West Texas

1 Membership shall consist of the Board Officers, one representative from each Convocation in the Diocese, and one
representative from each of those organizations within

T There may al so be assistants for each Convocationa
tative.

1 Exofficio members of the Commission shall consist of the Bishop of the Diocese of West Texas and an Advisor to
the Commission who may be appointed by the Bishop.

1 The wives of Bishops, active or retired, of the Diocese shall be invited to serve as honorary members of the
Commission



