
looks like our retreat for this 

year just isnõt going to happen.  

Hopefully next year the 

weather and schedules (lol) 

will cooperate. 

 

Our speaker at the Sharing 

Luncheon at Council was 

Marthe Curry.  We had a 

great turnout for the luncheon 
and Marthe encouraged us to 

be either prayers, givers or 

goers.   We had our booth as 

usual with the opportunity to 

speak with many from around 

our Diocese.  

 

I also had a meeting with 

Bishop Reed on March 31, 

2010. 

 

I look forward to seeing you 

on Thursday April 8, 2010 at 

Camp Capers.  Remember to 

Greetings  my  dear 

sisters in Christ,  

 
I begin this letter with great 

news:  The Reverend Lera 

Tyler has  agreed  to  be  our 

Board  Chaplain.  I had a 

meeting with her on March 31, 

2010. 
 

As the Lenten Season draws 

to a close, I canõt help but 

think of the great love our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

has for us.  I am reminded that 

we are called to be the love of 

Christ to the women who 

attend the gatherings.  So as 

we prepare for the Spring 

Gathering (4/9-4/11/10) letõs 

be mindful of ways in which 

we can show that love to each 

other and the women who 

attend. 

I attended the Providence VII 

meeting of the ECW in Dallas. 

 

The executive board had a 

very productive meeting in 

December 2009.  Patricia 

graciously hosted the meeting 

at her ranch and feed us a 

delicious lunch.  

 
Then   most  of  the  Convo-

cation Reps met with Jane (VP 

Communications) and I on 

January 9, 2010 at my home in 

Portland.  It was a productive 

meeting. 

 

Unfortunately our retreat at 

the Wessendorf Ranch was 

cancelled due to the weather.  

After attempting to schedule a 

retreat for us at several other 

places and an attempt for one 

at Camp Capers in March, it 
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email your reports to Traci 

for them to be dispersed for 

review by the commission 

before the gathering.  Also 

remember to let Traci know if 

you have anything for the 

agenda.   And finally, bring 

information on things in your 

community that you would 

like to see the commission 
make a donation or a donation 

to your favorite ministry.  Lera 

is working on something for 

us for Thursday night so be 

sure you are there for that 

after we have dinner at 

POPOõs.  Let Carla know if 

you are planning on attending 

dinner Thursday so she can 

reserve enough space for all.  

Since we did not decide on 

who was to bring what food 
to the gathering for Friday 

breakfast and lunch, just bring 

whatever you would like for 

us to eat.  I will bring paper 

goods as usual.  Remember 

water.  

 

In loving service, 

 

Deb Gardiner 

President ECW 
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 From the Editor 

 
A great big thank you to 
everyone who helped 

make our first issue of this 

newsletter a big success.  
Please keep those letters 

and articles coming.   
 
In this issue, you will find a 
reflection on the long 

Maine   winter   written  
by  our  former UTO 
Representative, Betty 

Smith. 
 
Betty felt the need to 

resign from her post, but 
she still feels so connected 
to the women of The 

Diocese of West Texas.  

We are looking forward to 
a quick return to the fold.  

We miss you Betty. 
 
Blessings to all of you. 



wonderland.  The cedar trees 

and blue spruce and many 

hedges were frosted with snow.  

The planter boxes on our deck 

were heaped with snow with a 

few  hardy  green stems of 

trailing petunias and ice plants 

sticking out here and there.  

David had installed a granite 

slab on one side of the deck on 
which to place his gas grill.  He 

had packed the grill away for 

the season and in its place was 

a seven inch mound of snow 

resting on the granite.  I could 

hardly wait to get the camera 

and try to capture the beauty 

and wonder of the transforma-

tion of our back yard. 

      My  husband and I are 

spending our first winter in 

New England.  So far we have 

experienced snow on three 

different occasions.  The first 

was  exciting  and  ever so 

beautiful and much like the 

snows we have experienced in 

our home state of Texas that 

came and went within three 

days. 

 

The second snow was also 

exciting and quite beautiful.  It 

began about 9:30 one morning 

and continued through the day 

and much of the night.  We 

awakened the next morning to 

the most wondrous winter 

This was a snow that was going 

to be around for some time.  

The days stayed cold enough 

that there was not time for 

much melting.  The sun on 

snow makes for a brilliant white 

that is beyond my ability to 

describe.  What on any other 

surface  would   be  gray    

shadowsé on snow become 
blue.  There are occasional 

glints of light as the sun dances 

off ice crystals to transform 

them into  the brilliance of 

diamonds.   We, southern 

transplants, find it all  quite 

enchanting. 

 

é..Continued on  3 
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continue to encounter the Holy One in  prayer,  scripture, sacrament, and silence.  As 

the women  at the tomb and disciples on the road to Emmaus are reported to have 

done, let us bring  our   intentions, expectations, questions  and doubts.   Nothing  need 

be  left behind.  We  will  engage these  stories  of Easter  and  may  find  our own   

hidden  in them.  Discovering and accepting the presence of the risen Lord is a founda-

tional step in our living a resurrected life.  Over the weekend our  Christ  Centered 

Prayer will help direct our intention and facilitate discovery of the risen Christ within 

our spiritual heart centers.  Our Eucharists and healing service will celebrate that pres-

ence and empower us to return home renewed, refreshed and òresurrected.ó  Wonõt 

you come and join in the journey? 

òWhy do you look 
for the living 

among the dead? 
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Rev. Sandy Casey-Martus, 

Speaker 

  

 

 About the weekend 

 

Coming to trust our own experience of the risen Christ is fundamental to being a Chris-

tian disciple.  Three peasant women expecting to anoint Jesusõ body for burial encoun-

tered an open and empty tomb early Easter morning.  When asked by an angel, òWhy do 

you look for the living among the dead?ó they were perplexed.  When reminded of Jesusõ 

words that  he  would  rise  from  the  dead,  they  ran  to tell the disciples their good 

news only to  have  their  gospel  proclamation  dismissed  as  an òidle  tale.ó  This  se-

quence  of  expectation, bewilderment,  revelation,  and  proclamation,  followed by a 

doubting mindõs cynical response is all too familiar.      The disciples on the road to Em-

maus  had  a  similar  experience  in grace.  Perhaps we do too? 

 

Overcoming doubts and cynicism,   is  an  all  too familiar  spiritual exercise following any 

encounter  with the Holy One.  In this resurrection time, come to Camp Capers and 

é...frosted with snow. 

  We awakened the next morning 

to the most wondrous winter 

wonderland. 



  .Traveling with Pomegranates: A 

Mother Daughter Story by Sue 

Monk Kidd & Ann Kidd Taylor 

 

Fans of Sue Monk Kidd and 

especially her  Dance of the 

Dissident Daughter should love 

this dual memoir by mother 

and daughter.  It is a revealing 

story of their travels together, 
their growing and changing 

relationship, and the debut of 

Ann Kidd Taylor as a powerful 

writer of her own. 

 

 

 

 Together Alone: A Memoir of 

Marriage and Place by Susan 

Wittig Albert 
 
Two questions are asked on the 

jacket of this book; What does it 
mean to belong to a place, to be truly 
rooted and grounded in the place you 

call home? How do you commit to a 
marriage, to a full partnership with 

another person, and still maintain your 
own separate identity? Placed in the 

Texas Hill Country and the Wild 
Horse Desert south of the Corpus 
Christi area her story is in many 

parts the story of those of us who 
òlive and move and have our beingó 
here.  If you  like memoir and 

knowing how place and history 

affect us read what Susan has 
shared with her readers. 

 

 

The Bread of Angels: A Journey to 

Love and Faith 
  
What an amazing story!  Written by 

San Antonio native Stephanie 
Saldana this is the memoir of a year 

lived in the Middle East.  On a 
fellowship to study her life is 

changed forever in ways she could 
not have imagined.  She writes in 
a deep, intense,  personal, and 

poetic voice that carries you 

into her journey with her.  Please 

read this book. You will not be 

sorry! 

many visits.  It is at Camp 

Capers, that I can bring my 

wounded spirit and be made 

whole. 

****  

I feel, of late, that I am just 

beginning to ògrow ofó in my 

faith.   My  thoughts  are 

different.  My questions are 

different.  My prayers are 

different.  Now I feel the 

overwhelming emotions that 

this place, these people, and 

 My first  visit  to  Camp 

Capers  was for a Womenõs 

Gathering in  1976.   I  was 

quite  unsettled  about  

coming  because  I donõt 

consider myself much of a 

camper,  hence  my  appre-

hension.   Imagine  my  sur-

prise, as I drove past the 

caretakers house, I felt an 

overwhelming  sense of 

peace,  which lasted 

throughout the weekend.  

That was the beginning of 

this experience has brought 

to me. ñ The Chapel and 

the almost physical presence 

ñ a gentle but strong 

power, like the wind when it 

wraps around us. ñ The 

togetherness of all these 

individuals and their open-

ness and giving.   I pray,  

Father, that this is as I feel it 

to be, the beginning of a 

journey, and not a superficial 

bliss. 

****  

CARLAõS CORNER 

FROM THE GATHERING JOURNALé..  

 

What had been something wonder-

ful had become a dreary sight out of 

each window of our house. 

Today we experienced a miracle!  It 

started snowing about 3:00 P.M. 

and before long there was a fresh 

coat of what over everything.  No 

more dirty snow next to the street.  

No more tree trash scattered 

about the yardé.simply the beauty 

of a pure white frosting over every-

thing.  It so covers some things that 

it is difficult to remember what they 

were before they were covered.  

The miracle of snow has trans-

formed them into something new. 

As I watched the snow fall and do 

its magic, I could not help but think 

that this is such a good picture of 

what Jesus does for us.  What was 

ugly about our lives He makes 

beautiful.  Our sins are covered by 

His blood and made whiter than 

snow.  Oh, the wonder of our God 

and His love for His creation.  The 

evidence of that great love is all 

around us. 

Betty F. Smith 

WHITER THAN SNOW (CONTINUED)  

       

I have been told that all good things 

must come to an end.  The next 

storm brought rain and high winds.  

There was not enough rain to melt 

all the snow, but the winds blew all 

sorts of leaves, seeds and twigs 

across our pristine landscape.  Our 

wonderland was no longer beauti-

ful.  The snow plow had cleared the 

street in front of our house so that 

it would be safe for travel.  In so 

doing, the muddy slush from the 

street and been thrown about a 

quarter  of the way into our front  

yard  adding  to  the  unsightliness.  

 Oh!          

Precious is the 

flow that make me 

white as snow;  

No other fount I 

know, nothing but 

the blood of Jesus. 
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Watch this space for Carlaõs 

reading recommendationsé... 

Carla Pineda 

 VP Programming 

Camp Capers Bell Tower 



C O M M I S S I O N  F O R  W OMENõS 

M I N I S T R I E S  

¶ All members of the Commission shall be communicants in good standing of the Episcopal Church and resident in the 

Diocese of West Texas 

¶ Membership shall consist of the Board Officers, one representative from each Convocation in the Diocese, and one 

representative from each of those organizations within  the  Diocese specifically involved with Womenõs Concerns. 

¶ There  may  also  be assistants for each   Convocational Representative and for each Womenõs Concerns Represen-

tative. 

¶ Ex-officio members of the Commission shall consist of the Bishop of the Diocese of West Texas and an Advisor to 

the Commission who may be appointed by the Bishop. 

¶ The wives of Bishops, active or retired, of the  Diocese shall be invited to serve as honorary members  of  the    

Commission. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP  

Your Commission Members 

 

President       Deborah Gardiner 

Advisor    Patricia Brooke 

VP for Programming   Carla Pineda 

VP for Communications  Jane Ahuero 

Secretary    Tracy Erickson 

Treasurer    Betty Graham 

Chaplain    Lera Tyler 

Altar Guild Co representative  Pat Donahue  

Altar Guild Co representative  Ellen Martin 

UTO Representative   Judy St. John 

Daughters of the King Representative Karen Duerr 

Hispanic Ministries Representative  Chelo Robredo  

Church Periodical Club Representative Esther Reynosa 

Womenõs History Project Representative Susan Johnson  

Kairos Prison Ministry Representative Louise Mayberry 

Central Convocation Representative Linda Hollingsworth 

Eastern Convocation Representative 

Northern Convocation Representative Anna Marie Stevenson 

Northeastern Convocation Co representative Kate Pettit 

Northeastern Convocation Co representative Kathy James 

Southern Convocation Co representative Deborah Jenkins 

Southern Convocation Co representative Melinda Herrera 

Valley Convocation Representative  Wendy Sulewski 

Western Convocation Representative 

    Anne Lutz 

It is not easy to find us on the 
Diocesan Website, but it can be done! 
 
dwtx.org 
Hover over Diocese 
Select Committees and Commissions 
Select Commission for Womenõs 
Ministries 
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