Episcopal Diocese of West Texas
106th Annual Council

Action Summary
revised
The 106th Annual Council of the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas was hosted by Church of the Good Shepherd, Corpus Christi, at the American Bank Center Feb. 18-20, 2010.  The Council Theme – Bear One Another’s Burdens – was woven throughout the worship, presentations, and Bishop Lillibridge’s address.

New Parish:  On Thursday afternoon the Council welcomed Trinity Church, Junction, to full parish status after 119 years as a mission of the diocese.

Covenant Conversations:  Bishop Gary Lillibridge and Bishop Suffragan David Reed led the Council through through sessions of conversation and sharing on the subject of Covenant:  Covenant and Companions, Covenant and Communion, and Covenant and Compassion. Videos of the three presentation can be found on the diocesan media hub at www.dwtxmediahub.org. 
Worship:  The Council Eucharist was celebrated on Thursday evening with Bishop Lillibridge as the celebrant and Bishop Reed as preacher.  They were joined at the altar by the retired bishops of West Texas; Anglican Bishops from Mexico, Uganda, and India; and bishops from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and United Methodist Churches.  
Bishop’s Address: In his address on Friday morning, Bishop Lillibridge spoke at length about the Anglican Covenant that is now before the provinces of the Anglican Communion for their approval. Although parishes and dioceses cannot formally “adopt” the Covenant (only the governing bodies of the provinces of the Communion can do that), dioceses and parishes can informally affirm the Covenant. The Diocese of West Texas will spend the next year discerning its desire in regard to the Covenant, and Bishop Lillibridge said he expects the diocese to address it at Council 2011. The Episcopal Church will not have the opportunity to adopt or choose not to adopt the Covenant until its next General Convention in 2012. The full text of Bishop Lillibridge’s Address is on the diocesan media hub at www.dwtxmediahub.org.
Poverty:  The Council listened to Ruby Payne, PhD who spoke at a luncheon and then addressed the council in a question-and -answered session on the subject of poverty.  
Resolutions:  The Council passed resolutions commending the Boy Scouts of America on their 100th Anniversary.  The Council also passed a resolution allowing Bishop Lillibridge to take a sabbatical leave in 2011.

Upcoming Events:  Council attendees were invited to two events designed to strengthen congregations in the diocese.  On June 5, Reggie McNeil will be the guest speaker at “Abide in Me, II” at TMI – The Episcopal School of Texas.  Attendees were also invited to one of two Stewardship Conferences to be held Aug. 21 in Corpus Christi and Aug. 28 in San Antonio.  
Elections:
Executive Board:  Blaine Bennett, Robert Thompson, Patricia Whitehouse, Esther Bell, The Rev. C. Earl Mahan, The Rev. Matt Wise.
Trustees of the Episcopal Church Corp.:  The Rev. David Chalk, The Hon. Kelley Kimble.

Trustees of TMI – The Episcopal School of Texas:  The Rev. Chuck Sharrow, Triana Sames
Trustees of the University of the South: The Rev. Michael Hoffman
Standing Committee:  The Rev. John Badders, Martha Steves.

Taking it Home: Several portions of Council – such as Bishop Reed’s Thursday evening sermon, Bishop Lillibridge’s Address, the conversation surrounding the idea of covenant – have been posted on the diocesan media hub in pdf and video-on-demand format and are available for use by congregations throughout 2010. The URL is www.dwtxmediahub.org.   
All members of the Diocese of West Texas were invited to:
· Strive to bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.

· Read and study Galatians and I & II Thessalonians during 2010.

· Give prayerful consideration and study to the proposed Anglican Covenant and prepare to address it at our 2011 Council.

· Attend Abide in Me, II and the Stewardship Conference.

For more information on the 106th Council visit:  www.dwtx.org
Respectfully submitted,

The Rev. David G. Read, Diocesan Secretary
