Gatherings and Games

by: Jo Ann Dalgard
 

   During the early part of February 2010, thousands of people from around the globe; athletes, trainers, coaches and the various entourages thereof, made their way to Vancouver, British Columbia for the 21st Winter Olympics.

   A few days later and a few thousand miles distant, several hundred people gathered in Corpus Christi, Texas for the 106th Annual Council of the Diocese of West Texas.

   Opening ceremonies stir the soul; who can remain unmoved at the sight of valiant competitors entering the arena behind their nation's unfurled banner? 

   Similarly, though on a much smaller scale, hundreds of people stood applauding, cheering, unashamedly weeping with joy as Rev. Jim Sproat, vicar of Trinity Episcopal Church, Junction, Texas, led a delegation into Council chambers.

   After 119 years as a mission and having been self-sufficient for the past decade, they came to petition for parish status. Saying he stood "on the shoulders of giants," Rev. Sproat acknowledged Teddy Holekamp, descendant of one of the founding families. 

   Holekamp holds the position of Senior Warden of the Vestry. Stepping to the microphone, Holekamp asked Rev. Sproat to serve as the parish's first rector. As the two clasped hands, Rev. Sproat was heard to exclaim, "I've got a job!"

   Receiving the congratulations of the Bishop Suffragan, The Rt. Rev. David Reed, the Trinity congregants made their way off stage, while His Grace The Rt. Rev. Gary Lillibridge commented that we'd just witnessed the shortest search process in church history.

***

   Among highlights of the Olympic games were the "old" (in their 30s) Chinese couple who came out of retirement and skated for Olympic gold. I can't imagine anyone on the planet who did not celebrate their victory. And, honestly, one would have to be an absolute Grinch to begrudge the Canadians the gold medal in hockey. Yes, Team USA took it into overtime but, as a nation, the U.S. had accrued several top honors. This really meant something to the Canadians; it was like winning your high school Homecoming game against an evenly matched, possibly even slightly superior, rival. Both teams left the ice with hearts, heads and sticks held high.

***

   At Council Eucharist the Rt. Rev. David Reed ascended the steps of the pulpit; from an elevation several feet above floor level, he quipped, "I can see my house from here." (The Bishop lives in San Antonio, Texas - approximately a two hour drive away.)

   Among the thousand or so people in attendance were 13 bishops, including two from Mexico, one from India, one from the Congo, one from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA), and one Methodist bishop. My heart echoed Peter's mountaintop sentiment of "it is good for us to be here." (Luke 9: 33b)

   At both gatherings, people came together for a common purpose; to embrace each other and learn from each other. It is imperative to nurture within one's soul the essence of the mountaintop experience. We return to the ordinary, forever changed by the extraordinary.   

   When we dispersed, it was to take back to our home towns the good news that goals can be achieved, you can "run the race with perseverance" (Heb. 12: 1c), "so that you will not grow weary and lose." (Heb. 12: 3c)

***

AUTHOR'S NOTE: Rev. Sproat pastors two churches; Calvary Episcopal in Mernard, Texas and Trinity Episcopal in Junction.
