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Social Networking Policy

for the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

Social media tools and spaces such as blogs, Facebook, Twitter and Myspace are increasing channels of communication between individuals and groups. Our churches, ministries, youth groups, vestries, agencies, and diocesan committees are currently building pages and setting up online spaces to connect with each other. Therefore, the intent of the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas is to clearly communicate the policy surrounding these social online networks. 
Purpose: 
Social media tools and online forums can be created for diocesan ministries that are overseen and used with permission by the diocese in order to enhance the core values of the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas. This is a forum to answer questions, highlight events and discuss communication that is concurrently announced through other channels. 
Diocesan Core Values:

· Faith

· Scripture, prayer & worship

· Evangelism

· Mission

· Reconciliation

Official vs. Unofficial Forums:

All diocesan social media tools and spaces will be created by the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas and therefore represent the official names of the diocese, Camp Capers,  Mustang Island Conference Center and other diocesan created ministries. All unofficial sites may have content regarding the above names but are not representing or created by the diocese. Therefore, unofficial sites need to have clear text that they are not an official diocesan group.  
Use of Diocesan Logos:
In unofficial diocesan spaces diocesan logos must be used with permission. Logos include: the diocesan seal, Camp Capers, Mustang Island Conference Center and all other diocesan events or ministries. Creators of unofficial spaces that use diocesan logos will be asked to remove them unless otherwise given permission by the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas. 
Photos of Minors:
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Photos of minors will not appear on diocesan social online networks unless granted permission by the child’s parents or legal guardians. It is strongly encouraged that unofficial diocesan sites seek permission for all photos of minors in regards to the safety of all individuals. 

Posting Content & Discussions: 

The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas reserves the right to remove all harmful, derogatory and obscene content and/or choose to remove the user as a member of the discussion. 

List of Current Official Social Network Forums/Groups for DWTX:

Facebook:

Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

General Convention - Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

West Texas Seminarians

DWTX Happening

Camp Capers

SHA

SHB

JCA

JCB

ICA

ICB

PCA

PCB

DWTX Trip Camp 2009

Episcopal Diocese of West Texas Young Adult Ministries

The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas Vocare Movement

Episcopal Diocese of West Texas College Ministries

Crossroads College Ministry (San Antonio)

College Conference 2009

DWTX Council 2009 – McAllen, TX

Twitter:
DioceseWestTx
Questions & Contacts:

If you have specific questions about the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas’ Social Media  Policy or are seeking guidance and/or permission with unofficial forums and spaces, please contact Kelly Harris, Webmaster at 888/210-824-5387 or kelly.harris@dwtx.org 
Other Social Media Tool’s Policies:

Facebook’s Privacy Policy - http://www.facebook.com/policy.php
Twitter’s Terms of Service & Rules - http://help.twitter.com/forums/26257/entries
Myspace Terms & Conditions - http://www.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=misc.terms
Blogger Terms of Service - http://www.blogger.com/terms.g
WordPress Privacy Policy - http://wordpress.org/about/privacy/
